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le ldoked for e but behold! tyranny: and for : 
righteouſneſs ; but behold ! the cry of the oppreſſed. | ü ''» 


| | l v. 7. Lowth's Tranſlation. 
at, -"Abighty God! make us ſo to follow the doctrĩne and holy 
ni⸗ of thy ſervant. John. Baptiſt, that we may, after his 


example, conſtantly ſpeak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and 
patiently ſuffer for the truth's ſake ! 


Common PraAayEzR of the Church of England... | 
Tf their abſolute determination be to enthrall us, before. 6 


long a Leut of ſervitude they may permit us a little — warl 
Yi wherein to ſpeak Ys and take our leaves of Liberty. 


Joux Mir ron. 125 C 
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What glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, 
ye ſha!l take it patiently? but, if, when ye do well and 
ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with 
God. . . x Pet. ii. 20. 


— 


Tals defence, which is frinted for the 
gratification of my friends, it does not become 
me to call a fear/, except an unambiguous 
and fearleſs teſtimony to the truth, @ good 
 frofeſſion before any witneſſes (a), which both 
daunted and ſhamed the adyerſary (5), may 
be ſo denominated with any imperfections of 
ſentiment and compoſition: but it was cer- 
tainly caſt before sWwINE, before a judicatory 


(a) 1 Tim. vi. 12. TOE | £1 
(5) Yes, I am proud, I 1 be proud, to ſee 
Men, not 1 of God, afraid of me. 


Pope, Dial. Sat. ii. . 
b „ 


e 


moſt prejudiced, moſt heedleſs, and moſt 
unimpreſſible. Indeed the whole legal pro- 
ceedings on this occaſion appear to my 
judgement exceedingly reprehenſible; eſpe- 
cially the adjudication of the two cauſes, the 
publiſher's and mine, upon the ſame day; ſo 
that my jury were previouſly in court, and 
came to a deciſion on my defence with the 
inveCtives of the Judge and the Attorney- 
General againſt me and my pamphlet till 
ſounding in their ears. Beſides, after a deten- 
tion of nearly ine hours, twelve London 
citizens may be ſuppoſed intolerably ſtung 
with a moſt importunate appetite for dinner; 
an appetite; which would brook no ſpontane- 
ous delay in a calm and deliberate diſcuſhon of 
the caſe among themſelves: 
The hungry judges ſoon the ſentence ſign, 

And wretches hang, that jurymen may dine (5). 

How men, virtuous, benevolent, and of 
amiable manners in private life, ſuch as the 
Attorney-General is repreſented to me by 
thoſe, whom I am inclined to credit againſt 


facts themſelves, are able to reconcile ſuch 
practices with the ſcruples of a tender con- 


ſcience and the duties of a pure * is 


2) Rape of the Lock. ii, 21. 


R E F A E. iii 
2 queſtion, which exceeds, I own, my capaci- 
ties of ſolution. But, as he inſiſted on the 
neceſſity of a verdict againſt me, unleſs one 
law were made for me, and another for the 
country ; ſo,- in my opinion, unleſs there be 
one law for Attorneys-General, and another 
for Chriſtians at large, he may reaſonably 
anticipate an unfavourable verdict againſt 
his demeanour on ſuch occaſions from the 
unperverted Judge (a) of the whole human 
race.” I muſt acknowledge, however, that 
both his conduct and that even of Lord 
Kenyon after the verdict, though far, very far, 
indeed, from commanding my admiration or 
applauſe, was more tolerant, than the cuſ- 
tomary behaviour of ſuch men in ſimilar 
ſituations, and under ſimilar influences, gave 
reaſon to expect. | 
As to the jury, who ſpared Hit the 
trouble of even reading the pamphlet, and of 
comparing the general purpoſe with the paſ- 
ſages ſelected by the e what ſhall 1 ſay 


of them? 
| Quicunque ubique ſunt, qui fuere, quique futuri ſunt poſthac, 
Stulti, ſtolidi, fatui, fungi, bardi, blenni, buccones, 

Omaes longe antedeunt illi ſtultitià, et moribus indoctis. 


(a) Job, viii. 3 


Suppoſe the Attorney-General had indicted 
me for blaſphemy, becauſe I had ſaid, Hang 
all the Law and the Profihets! and a jury, 
without any conſultation of the context, On 
theſe two commandments hang all the Law and 
the Profihets (a), had returned a verdict of 
guilty; would not ſuch culpable inconſide- 
ration have juſtly fixed upon them the crime 
of deliberate and untempered PERJURY ? 

This defence, however diſapproved by the 
licentious and worldly-minded, neither ac- 
cuſtomed to the puritying ſpeculations nor 


-warmed by the generous energies of abſtract 


Truth, will be regarded by my friends, I hope, 
as an exertion ſuitable to, the uniform tenour 
of my character: their approbation will abun- 
dantly counterbalance all inconvenient gon- 
ſequences, and alleviate any puniſhment, 
which the deluded zeal or irritated malice of 
my perſecutors may inflict upon me. I re- 


collect what has been the lot of better men 


than myſelf in all ages of the world; and 
that fraternal ſolicitude of affection, ſo plenti- 
fully and ſtrikingly manifeſted in my behalf, 
has rendered this trial the. moſt conſoling, 


(a) Matthew, xxii. 40. 


r B re 


PREFACE. v 


the moſt exhilarating, and the moſt triumphant 
tranſaction of my life. 


> 


The Jury. 
Edward Price, of Featherſtone Buildings. 
Edward Phillips, of Great James Street, en Row, 
Coal- Merchant. 
John Reed, of the ſame ſtreet, Coal-Merchant. 
Webb Marratt, of Hatton Garden, Corn- Factor. 
Daniel Burkett, of the ſame, Dry-Salter 
Robert Lee, of the ſame, Merchant. 
William Flower, of Guildford Street. 
Thomas Coverdale, of the ſame ſtreet, Stock-Broker. 
James Sparks, of Doughty Street. X 
Thomas Harriſon, of Gray's Inn Lane, Cow-keeper. 
John Field, of Field Place, Builder. 
John Delamaine, of Margaret Street, Cavendiſh Square, 
Wine-Merchant. 
EscufRESs. 
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DEFENCE 
GILBERT WAKEFIELD *. 
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 Turne, ſui merito Hi qua eft fducia fortt, 
Audeo, et Anead im promitto occurrere turmæ, 
Solague Tyrrhenos equites ire obvia contra. 
| | En. xi. 502. 


* 


GENTLEMEN or THz Jury! 


1 HAD prepared for this occaſion a very 
long defence, of much thought and labour; 
but various conſiderations have prevailed on 
me to abandon it altogether. 


* This defence was made ready for the preſs; though 
not for general publication, immediately after the trial; but 
my friends would not ſuffer it to appear, till my puniſhment 
was ratified, notwithſtanding the declaration of the Attorney- 


OUR ONT  - 


„„ 

In the fi place, your attention, I thought, 
would be exerciſed ſufficiently by the tediouſ- 
neſs of many paſſages from the information, 
by openings and replies ſtill more tedious 
from the counſel for the Crown, and finally 
by an addreſs from the Judge, in an unkindly 
ſeaſon of the year, particularly to ſome of you, 
who may uſually reſide at a diſtance from 
the metropolis; without a ſpeech of three or 


Jour hours from myſelf. I could not endure, 
therefore, to levy ſo enormons, and, I hope, 


ſo unneceſfary, a contribution on your time 
and patience. 

In the /econd place, Truth and Integrity 
require in general but few and ſimple words 
for their vindication: they diſdain alike all 
General, that he conſented to the publication. N Some words 


encloſed in brackets, and ſome others which I cannot now- 
recall to memory, were omitted in the delivery; and the 


| groſs inattention of almoſt all the jury convinced me, ſoon 


after I began, that I was waſting my breath upon the winds. 
Whilſt the whole court, except a few brutal lawyers, were 


abſorbed in ſympathy and attention, theſe men were yawn- 


ing, and betraying every ſymptom of impatience and diſre- 
gard. Their names and places of abode, with other curious 
particulars, will be found in the preface and appendix. One 
of the twelve had ſo little confideration of his oath, as to 
aſſign my ſeverities on the Judge and the Attorney=Gencral, 
not the pamphlet, for the reaſon of his verdict. 


1 
ſuperfluity of language and all artifice of 
compoſition. Let him love ſtratagem and 
darkneſs, before ſimplicity and light, whoſe 
implement is hypocriſy, and whoſe deeds are 
evil (a). Though ſeveral topics of high 
importance and profitable diſcuſſion, neither 
unſeaſonable to the occaſion, nor unintereſt- 
ing in themfelves, are involved in the preſent 
cauſe; I reflected that, if a plain and 
ſhorter ſtatement ſhould be unable to con- 
vince you, not merely of the inoffenſiveneſs, 
but of the meritoriouſneſs, of my intentions, 
a prolix oration from morn to noon, from 
* noon to dewy eve (5),” muſt prove equally 
inefficient; becauſe ſomething more would 
then be wanting to your conviction, than 
arguments and demonſtrations: and more is 
not in my power. 

Thirdly, The ſmallneſs of this court, well 
_ calculated for private cauſes (c), which ad- 


(a) John, iii. 19. 
(4) Par. loſt, i. 742. _ Lucret, iv. 541. 
Perpetuus ſermo nigrai noctis ad umb ram 
Auroræ perductus ab exoriente nitore. 
(e) The number of people, deſirous of hearing this cauſe, 
and unable to gain admittance, was extremely great; and, 


3 2 
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mits but few. hearers beſides yourſelves, it's 
_ officers, and the gentlemen of the law, 


renders all pomp of oratory, as if to a pub- 


lic audience, an elaborate impertinence of 
oftentation, and every exertion, on my part, 
frivolous, except a ſimple exhibition of the 


caſe, directed to the good ſenſe, the candour, 
the benevolence, and religious ſeriouſneſs of 


my Jury only. Religious ſeriouſneſs, J ſay: 
for, if ye be not, like myſelf, deeply pene- 


trated with the awful truths of Revelation, 
but expect, with the proud perſecuting minions 
of Ambition and Secularity, that injuſtice 
and tyranny will be buried with you in your 
graves, and there ſleep. for ever, unrecorded 
in the regiſter of Divine remembrance ; I. 
could not expect, in combating ſuch a hoſt 
of Alarms, and Prejudices, and Power, and 


Maalignity, even with an Angel's tongue, to 


drop the accents of perſuaſion upon your 


hearts. : 
And, /aflly, I have ſo . myſelf 


from my very er to conſider * and 


had I been permitted to ſpeak in Weſtminſter-Hall, C 


reverence for their own characters would probably have 
compelled the jury to another verdict, and the ä to ſome 


decorum. 


2 


undiſguiled truth as the only valuable 4. 


quiſition of our lives, and to repoſe my 


confidence and conſolation on the appro- 
bation of my Mak ER only, with a compara- 


tive contempt for all human judgements (a) 
and all human greatneſs, as to contemplate, 


not merely with entire indifference, but 


ſupreme diſdain, all perſonal embarraſſments 


from a zealous diſcharge of duty in my 
ſtation to the extent of my knowledge and 
ability: nor ſhall any men, or terrors of 
men, however dignified by titles, deſpotical 


in power, ſwollen with inſolence, hardened 


by official inhumanities, and ſchooled in the 
diabolical rhetoric of puniſhments and per- 


ſecutions, turn me aſide from the path, which 


Conſcience has preſcribed to my feet, the 
path, which all the heroic benefactors of our 


ſpecies have trod before me— till 4is mortal 


have lait on immortality (b). 


Theſe and other forcible inducements have 
determined me to trouble you merely with a 
ſummary (e) of thoſe reaſonings, which I 


(a) 1 Cor. #3 (2 Cor. xv. $3. - 
le) — ſumma ſequar faſtigia rerum. 
En. i. 342, 
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had digeſted with much accuracy (a), and 
enforced with numerous authorities. # 
ſhall then detail the perſonal peculiarities of 


this cauſe, and ſo leave you to your deciſion. 


Suffer me, however, to premiſe one requeſt. 
I entreat you, Gentlemen! if I deliver my 
ſentiments in terms emphatical beyond tha 


ceremonious inſipidities of a neutral advocate, 


? 


not to aſcribe theſe energies of expreſſion to 
a complexional malignity, but to an in- 
genuous love of Truth, paramount to all 
ſemblances and formalities; to a. hearty de- 


teſtation, not of the perſons, but the vices, of 


my opponents; to a frankneſs and intrepidity 


of nature, confirmed by reflection, and 


ſanctioned by the example of the nobleſt 


witneſſes to virtue in every country and in 


every age of man. Truth mental is the con- 


formity of our conceptions to the realities of 
things: zruth verbal is the conſonance of our 
language to thoſe conceptions. Hence a lan- 


guage, not correſpondent to the ſubject, 


appears to my mind an eſſential failing in 
the ſpeaker; excuſeable, if it ariſe from 
conſtitutional timidity, or inadequacy of 


| 4) = - — — a ſtudio diſpoſta fideli, Lueret. i. 47. 
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apprehenſion; but extremely culpable, if it 
reſult from deficiency of zeal, and tem- 
poriſing ſuggeſtions of fear or intereſt. _ 1 
I had endeavoured then, in my larger de- 
fence, to prove, that the Attorney-General, 
who has made himſelf a judge of my pamphlet 
both by an gfficial information, and by an 
invective againſt it in conjunction with 
Ar. Pitt in the Houſe of Commons, could 
not claim the character of a competent and 


impartial cenſor. 


Now the very appoint- 


ment of Attorney-General has been eſteemed 
ſo eſſentially deſtructive of all honour and 
integrity, by thoſe, who have obſerved the 


uniform conduct of theſe: law-officers in 


ſucceſſion, that the biographer of my Lord 


Chancellor Bacon, on the infamous conduct 


of Sir Edward Coke at the trial of Sir 
Walter Raleigh, makes the following remark: 
% The offices of Attorney and Solicitor | 
General have been rocks, upon which 
«© many aſpiring lawyers have made ſhip- 
« wreck of their. virtue and human nature, 
Some of thoſe gentlemen have acted at 


«6 


FY 


* the bar, as if they thought themſelves, 
4 by the duty of their places, 


abſolyed from 


e decency (a).“ 


4 


4 all the obligations of truth, honour, and 
What follows, is too 


ſevere for me to quote on this occaſion (5) · 
Therefore, to eſtabliſh my poſition reſpecting 
the incompetent judgement of the Attorney- 
General, be his actual merits what they will, 
and my opinion of them what zz will, I was 
under no eee of diſputing the 9 gn 


on Mallet's life, p. xii. | 5 
(e) The part omitted was this: But their names are 
te upon record; and will be tranſmitted to after ages with 
& thoſe characters of reproach and abhorrence that are due 


4 to the worſt ſort of murderers : thoſe that murder under 
© the ſanction of. Juflice.” This ſentence was omitted 
| without reaſon. At leaſt, if I had proſecuted a man for 
rreaſon, and after a full and ſcrupulous inveſtigation of all 


that evidence, reſpecting the co-operation and views of the 
different political ſocieties, by which alone a charge of treaſon 
could be eſtabliſhed, and a deciſion on it's deficiency after a 


moſt tedious and ſolemn trial; if, I ſay, after this, J, to 


whom record and precedent were law and goſpel, had made 
an experiment on the poſſible ſtupidity or wickedneſs of two 
other juries to take away the lives of two other men, when 
no freſh evidence of. treaſonous conſpiracy could be adduced ; 
I ſhould expect to be called a MURDERER through life, and 


to be abhorred as ſuch by all good men: 


Nam, ſcelus intra ſe tacitum qui cogitat ulum, 
Facti crimen habet. 


Juven. xiii. 209. 


83 


«© 9 3 „ 
of his nathre; the putty” of his diſpoſitions, 
and the diſinterefledneſs of his views: I rea- 
ſoned abſtractedly and univerſally, from 
motives, which muſt ever operate on mortal 
frailty, and which therefore operate on him. 
J aſſerted truths, experimental, uniform, im 


mutable; never to paſs away, when the 


earth and zhe heavens fhall be no more (a). 
The artillery! of my literary war in the pro- 


ſecuted pamphlet was levelled againſt what 7 


deemed the hypocriſy, the venality, the 
cruelties, the impieties, of our preſent Ad- 
miniſtration; an Adminiſtration, of which 
the ' Attorney-General is a part. Though 
his learning and abilities in the law (4) were 
equal, I believe, to the firſt emoluments of 


his profeſſion without the patronage of mi- 


niſters; ſtill they are in fact the prolific 
fountain of his honours and expectations: 


and e ſo circumſtanced, to arrogate 


(a) Job, xiv. 12. 


(5) I can ſuppoſe a . s exaltation to the very ; higheſt 
Jepartment of his profeſſion without the llendereſt acquaint- 
ance with any one art or ſcience; with no powers of language, 
no elegancy of taſte, no liberality of general information, n9 
dignity, or even decency, of manners, to raiſe him from 
the level of a Hor TEN TOT. Ide, & ar9pwnros. | 


6 

an exemption from the partialities of ſelfiſh 
influence in what moſt intimately concerns 
the character and condition of his patrons, 
is to arrogate a ſuperiority. over all the 
weakneſſes of human nature, and an equality 


with the divine. Kings may confer what 


diſtinctions they pleaſe of external decoration 
on their favourites; but there is not lodged 
in all their treaſury of gifts and privileges 
a fingle diſpenſation from the ordinary im- 
perfections of mortality. No harmony can 
be deviſed by a regal council for inconſiſ- 
tencies; no reconcilement for contradictions, 
As the philoſopher (a) of old ſaid to his 


offending ſlave, If I were not in a paſſion, 
« I would chaſtiſe thee;” ſo my accuſer 


might. ſay with ſome plauſibility of reaſon, 
ce Tf 1 were not Attorney — General, and 
<< eſpecially if I did not expect to be ſome- 


< thing greater (5) than Attorney-General, 


« I would proſecute this pamphlet.” But 
noto, for him to ſet up a claim of unprejudiced 
and unbiaſſed judgement, is not only an 
inſufferable inſult to gur underſtandings, but 


ta) See Seneca, de Ira, ii. 12. 


{5) Te mrmogeorepey mpopure, Matt. xi. 9. 
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a dereliction of ſhame and decency in fm. 


We will accept his pretenſions, when in- 
variable cauſes have ſuſpended their activity: 
when Night no longer follows the departure 
of the Sun; when the Moon ceaſes to be 
eclipſed by falling into the ſhadow of the 
Earth. wy EY 

And theſe axioms, Gentlemen ! of im- 
mutable morality (for J am not ſtanding 


here, as a crouching and terrified petitioner 


of mercy; to betray truth and honour for 


compliments and forms, to ſurrender my 


integrity to perſonal convenience, to ſacrifice 
the laws of God in the conſtitution of 
humanity to. a miſerable worſhip of duſt 
and corruption like myſelf;) theſe axioms, 
I ſay, in morals are applicable, but in a leſs 
degree, to the Judge upon the Bench (a) : 
and it 1s your duty, as feelingly conſcious 
of theſe inevitable influences, as ſworn to 


(a) Blackſtone indeed, Comment. iv. 33. 6. like a man 
ſuddenly bereaved of his underſtanding, affirms the judges 
noꝛo to be * independent of the king and his minifters;”” by 
a ſtrange equivocating abuſe of words: as if a judge loſt his 
memory on gaining his preferment! as if he were unable to 
look backwards from the higheſt ſtation, and forward: from 
a lower! | L 


6 


juſtice, as reſponſible to an all-ſeeing Arbiter 


in the dreadful remunerations of eternity, 


to make every proportionate deduCtion (and 


large deductions ould be made) from the 
opinions and aſſeverations of agents ſo ſpe- 
cifically involved in the queſtion of this 


day. Nay, it is a fact on record, that 


former judges, in the caſe of theſe libel 


- proſecutions by the Crown, have fhewn 
_ themſelves moſt diſtinguiſhingly partial; un- 


mindfut of the SUPREME JUDGE in heaven, 
and the ſolemn reſponſibility of their hal- 
lowed office. In theſe remarks, Gentlemen 


unleſs ye will ſuppoſe the joint teſtimonies of 


Philoſophy, Reaſon, and Experience, to be 


contradicted by the voice of Revelation (a), 


there can poſſibly be contained no offence 
againft the ſpirit of that Chriſtian charity, 
which loves the perſons of all our ſpecies ; 
which hofreth all things, and rejoiceth not in 
miuuity, but rejoiceth in the truth (b), Of one 


thing at leaſt I am perfectly perſuaded: with 


the education of this Attorney-General, with 
fuch diſtinction in ſociety, ſuch profeſſions 
fa) Numquam aliud Natzra, aliud Sapientla, dixit. 


| uv. xv. 327. 
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ef honour and generoſity and ſenſibility and 
religion, this illiberal ſeizure of me, a helpleſs 
and painful ſtudent, with the iron graſp of 
obdurate tyranny, will leave, in the eſtima- 
tion of all conſiderate and benevolent ob- 
ſervers, aiſtain_ upon his character, which 
no future titles- will varniſh over (a), no 
courſe of Time will wear away from the 
memory of his contemporaries: nor ſhall 


he eſcape that damning. fanie (O), which 


immortaliſes, in the execrations of poſterity, 
ſuch barbarous accy/ers, ſuch unſympathiſing 
perſecuters, of therr brethren (c). Thankful 


am I to the ſupreme Diſpoſer of events 
for an abſence from theſe temptations, for 


an incapacity of ſo much miſchief! May 
no peaceful ſlumbers revifit theſe eye-lids 
more, no tranſports of ſelf-congratulation 
ever warm this breaſt, if an idea, ſo 


characteriſtic of ignorance and barbarity! 


ſhould occupy my mind for a ſingle moment 
to -the lateſt period of my, exiſtence; an 


(a) Non, fi Neptuni fluRu renovare operam des; 
Non, Mare fi totum velit eluere omnibus undis. 
Lueret. vi. 1074. 


{5) See Eſſay on — Tag iv. 284. and my note there, 
( Revel. xii, 10. 


r. 2 DANI" Yay * » 


( 14 ). 
idea of inflicting bodily punifiment on a crea- 
ture of the ſame feelings and infirmities (a) 


with myſelf, for the errors or perverſities 


of his under/landing! Let me never deſerve 


the friendſhip, nor regret the enmity, of 


men like theſe! Their approbation is in- 
delible reproach ; their perſecution, the trueſt 
panegyric. O my foul, come not thou into 


' their ſecret ! Inſtruments of cruelty are in their 


habitations (b). 
I had intimated alſo in my ampler defence, 


wich the firm tone of intrepid truth, but 


in terms deyoid of acrimony, that the very 
unceremonious language, in which the noble 
and learned Judge had declared his opinion 


of my pamphlet on a former trial, left me 
dut a flender expeCtation of indulgent inter- 


ference from im on my behalf, except per- 
adventure the perſonal peculiarities of my 
caſe ſhould influence his mind ; though the 
laws of our country, I believe, regard him 
as my counſel: but that all my hopes were 


concentrated in you (c). 


(a) Heb. iv. 15. , (3) Gen. xlix. 5, 6. 
(e) In te ſpes omnis, Hegio | nobis ſita eſt; 
Te ſolum habemus; tu es patronus, tu parens: 
Si deſeris tu, periimus, Ter. Adelph. ili. 4, 9. 
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I then diſcuſſed moſt copiouſly a topic of 
incomparable dignity, very ſuperficially ap- 
prehended even by philoſophers themſelves, 

THE LIBERTY Or THE PRESS; and 
proved, I perſuade myſelf, from arguments 
irrefutable by -human wit, that no forcible 
interference with this unalienable privilege 
of free men can be ſupported, but by 
the mere brutiſh principle of arbitrary 
power, imprefling it's own perfuaſions on 
another by the coarſe ratiocination of 
threats and puniſhments; an inſtrument 
of conviction fit only for ruffian tyrants or 
infernal ſpirits (a): —— that no pretence 
for proſecuting my opinions can be ſet 
up by the Attorney- General, which I 
in my. turn might not as juſtly. ſet up for 
proſecuting Vis, > ſavage law of force; 
no pretence, which d not juſtify the 
Jewiſh and Heathen magiſtrates in their 
cCrucifixion of Jeſus, their murder of his 
apoſtles, and all the primitive profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity; ferocities, to which the 
perſecuters of this day would certainly have 


(a) Gnoſius hec Rhadamantbus habet duriſſima regna, 
Caſtigatque An. vi. 566. 
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( 16. ) 


lent their aid: no pretence, which would 


not juſtify the burnings of Cranmer, La- 


timer, Ridley, and the noble army of pro- 
teſlant martyrs at the reformation, with all 
thoſe impriſonments, and tortures, and muti- 
lations, and executions of our ſpecies for 


mere differences of opinion, which Time 

has regiſtered on the black roll of Hiſtory 

in characters of human blood: — that who- 
ever ſanctions this ſcheme of violence, by 


the moſt trivial ſpecimen of correſpondent 


| Hractice, or by a ſiaſſive encouragement, Gentle- 


men | of ſuch practice, is a prime acceſſary 
to any conflagration, which a ſpark of this 
active and ſpreading principle (a) may finally 
produce: — that all impediments to a com- 


munication of thought and intellect, on 
every affignable ſubject of debate, infringe 
the rights of ſociety, the laws of humanity, 


and the prerogative of Heaven :—that -all 


our civilities, all our inſtitutions for mutual 


happineſs, moral, political, and religious, 
are derived from the diſſemination of know- 
ledge by inquiſitive and learned men; and 


(e) James, iii, 5. Matt. xii, 4346, 2 Kings, viii, 
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1 
that, conſequently, an obftrufion of the preſs, 


the chief medium of this knowledge, tends to 
an introduction of univerſal barbariſm through 


the earth, and faſtens therefore on the ob- 


ſtructer that enormous guilt of a direct un- 
qualified antipathy to God and man. One 
hour of your time at leaſt would have been 
engaged by this diſquiſition only; a diſquiſition 
certainly of prime importance, and peculiar 
connection with this trial: for, had I been 
able to eſtabliſh this point to your ſatisfaction, 
the proſecution of my pamphlet would appear 
of courſe an act of illiterate ſottiſhneſs, de- 
ſpotical barbarity, and ſacrilegious uſurpation. 

What the Attorney-General has incidentally 
advanced on the ſubject to-day, are the re- 
marks of. a man who is miſerably unacquainted 


with all philoſophical principles and liberal in- 
formation on ſuch points, and deſerves no- 
thing but contempt from me, as the wretched 


babblings of one blinded by education, or 


corrupted by his office. 
After this diſcuſſion, ſince an indiſpoſition 
to all hoſtility and war, and an inculcation of 


pacific ſentiments on the minds of my country- 


men, as became, 1 thought, a diſciple of 7he 


( 18 ) 
Prince of Peace (a) and a ſon of the God of 
Peace (b), in oppoſition to a Miniſtry, breath- 
ing out, like unregenerated Saul, hreatenings 
and flaughter againſt their brethren (c); ſince 
this indiſpoſition, I ſay, is perverted into one 
article of /editious charge againſt me; (ſtrange 


to believe, and incredible to utter, in a 


chriſtian country (4) !) I had ſhewn at 
large, to demonſtration, from the precepts of 
our Lord, from the whole tenour of the 
Scriptures, and the eſſential ſpirit of the 
Goſpel, an abſolute inconſiſtency of war, 
in all it's denominations and all it's forms, 
with the profeſſion of Chriſtianity. I had 
placed every objection in it's ſtrongeſt light, 
and ſolidly refuted them, not only by freſh 
arguments, but by explicit teſtimonies of 
the moſt pure and wiſe and learned ſons, 
that the Church of England ever bred; ſo 
that I forbear to lay this part of my projected 
defence before you with confiderable regret; 
for I had preſumed on a more than ordinary 
title to your attention here, from a perpetual 
ſtudy of both Scriptures, and, to the beſt of 


(a) Ifaiah ix. 6. (s) Rom. xv. 33. (e) Aft ix. 1. 
( Magnum narras; vix eredibile. Atqui 
Sie habet. Hor. Sat. i. 9- 32. 


©. 


( 19 ) 
my knowledge by any public documents, a 
more extenſive acquaintance with their origi- 
nal texts (a), and all their verſions in all ? 
ancient languages, Weſtern and Oriental, 
than any one ſcholar of theſe days, fince that 
prodigy of literature, that High-Prieſt of Li- 
berty, that glory of our ſpecies, Siz WILLIAM 
JoNxEs, has re/ted from his Iabours (b), and 
gone to his reward. 
Now, without further reference to theſe 
queſtions, and omitting alſo, for your conve- 
nience, a long and circumſtantial vindication 
of my pamphlet from the charges of the ir 
mation, I ſhall give you what I have ſince 
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N 8 propoſed inſtead of my firſt defence, with as 
much brevity as juſtice to myſelf and duty to 
4 my country, whoſe beſt intereſts of Liberty 


and Learning, of pure Religion and ciyiliſed 
manners, are inſeparably interwoven with this 
trial, will permit. Let me premiſe only, 
that, if my proſecuter were aſked, why he 
has choſen you in preference to a common jury, 
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(a) Non eſt hoc loco arrogantia, ſed indiciim + nam, ſcien. 
z/bus aliquid de ſe dicere, arrogantia eſt ; ignotis, indicium. 
Servius, ad /En. i. 378. 
() Revel. xiv. 13. 
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1 
he would inform you with a face of moſt 
fictitious gravity, how he had been induced 


to this meaſure by the depth and ſubtilty of 


<« the queſtion;” whereas nothing plainer and 


clearer can poflibly fall under the cognizance 


of the human underſtanding. The truth is, 
he fondly hopes, and aſſuredly believes, in the 
true ſpirit of 7mpartiality and honour, that ye 
are ſeized, like the generality of your rank 
and ſtation, with that irrational epidemical 
alarm of French principles, which is the 
bugbear engine of the day, and has been moſt 
ſucceſsfully played off on the credulity of the 
public by him and his hypocritical complotters. 
Whatever his motive, I do aſſure you, with 
the moſt perfect ſincerity, that Gentlemen of 
your deſcription are beyond meaſure preferable 
in my eſtimation to a common jury. Your 
liberal and well-informed minds are much 
beiter calculated to apprehend my reaſon- 
ings, diſcern my views, appreciate my cha- 


racter, and ſympathiſe with one accuſ- 


tomed to fimilar comforts and enjoyments 
with yourſelves. I have alſo a further re- 
mark on this ſubject, not in reference to you 
individually, with whom ] feel entirely ſatis- 


fied, or to other jurors, but to the general con- 


6 


flitution of ſpecial juries, without any perſonal 
application whatſoever. It 1s a moſt un- 
queſtionable truth, that a large , majority of 
gentlemen in your ſituations, from the pro- 
digious extenſion of miniſterial influences, are 
ſtrongly biaſſed in their political affection 
towards the miniſter and his views. I am 
paſſing no cenſure on any man's opinions, 
but merely ſtating an indiſputable fact. Now 
out of 48 names ſelected for jurors, we mult 
be ſenſible, that a fourth part, either antimi- 
niſterial or indifferent, is as great a ratio as 
can poſſibly be conceded. . This fourth part, 
or 12 in the 48, are expunged by the Attorney- 
General, who is furniſhed with all the means 
and inſtruments of detection: ſo that 24 are 
left, whoſe devotion, generally ſpeaking, to 
his ſentiments 1s abſolutely certain. Now he 
and his coadjutors may call this crafty ma- 
nagement by the names of truth and equity, 
and whatever elſe they pleaſe; and ſuch vio- 
lations of decency may paſs unnoticed and un- 
cenſured in daily practice: but, for my own 
: part, where a nation, like our's, prides itſelf 
on a religious diſpenſation of juſtice, on it's 
ineſtimable privilege of a trial by jury, on it's 
C3 
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( 22 * 
equal laws, and thus leaves the defendant of a 
libel ſo utterly deſtitute, in this and other 
points, of all equitable conſideration, I diſ- 
cover no adequate puniſhment for ſuch enor- 


mity of ſanctified mockery and methodiſed 


oppreſſion, but torrents of fire and brimſtone 
from the Lord out of heaven, as on Sodom and 
Gomorrah in the patriarchal ages (a). | 
Now the ſlighteſt acquaintance, Gentlemen 
with human affairs and the operations of the 
human heart muſt demonſtrate with irreſiſtible 
cogency, that no aſſignable motive, but 
extreme uneaſineſs at the galling truths of my 
pamphlet, could have excited Mr. Pitt's in- 
vective againſt it in the Houſe of Commons, 
and this proſecution by the Attorney-General. 
Tt were a needleſs parade of learning for me 
to ſhew from the moraliſts of all ages, that 
no exaſperation is produced on a liberal mind, 
conſcious of it's own purity, by the Valſe 
accuſations of a flanderer, or that vexation is 


an inconteſtable proof of guilt, and a proof 


© (a) I never think of the /aw, that boaſt of this free and 
happy country, eſpecially the remedial Jaw, but a text in 
Ifaiah recurs to my recollection, xiv. 23. 1 will faedeep it 
with TEE BESOM OF DESTRUCTION, ſaith the Lord of 
fhfis. | 


(un 


intelligible to all mankind. There can exiſt 
no difference of ſentiment on this point with 
reaſonable men, as long as the ſun and moon 
endurethi (a). If I charge the Miniſtry with 
diſſimulation and duplicity in their negotiations 
with the French; if I call them the aggreſſors 
in this war, becauſe they refuſed to ſee and 
hear and receive a meſſenger of peace, and 
ſent their armies beyond ſea to invade the 
very territories of the enemy; and, if this 
Miniſtry, inſtead of diſregarding and deſpiſing 
me as a frivolous calumniator, feel reſentment, 
and, like tyrants, exerciſe that reſentment on 
my ferſon by penalties and proſecutions; ye 
have an evidence of their guilt and the per- 
tinency of my accuſations, which countervails 
at once all their own clamours of ſincerity, 
however loud and ſolemn, upon every prin- 
ciple of philoſophy, and every document of 
experience. And will ye condemn me for 
ſpeaking truth? Fords are not to be ac- 
cepted in oppoſition to realities; nor the pre- 
tences of intereſted agents againſt the invari- 
able operations of human nature, We are 


| (a) Pſalm Ixxii. 7. 
C 4 
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furniſhed, Gentlemen with two admirable 


ſpecimens of this antipathy between depravity 
and truth, and of the diſpoſition in fraudulent 


profligates to avenge themſelves by perſonal 


injury to the reprover of their vices, in the 


divine oracles of Salvation. When Peter 
and the reſt of the Apoſtles, determined as Mey 
then were, and as J am this day, to obey God 
rather than men (a), charged the Jewiſh Mi- 
niſtry with the murder of their Maſter, theſe 
demure pretenders to religion and ſocial order, 
inſtead of loving and admiring the boldneſs of 
their reprovers, inſtead of acknowledging 
their own miſdeeds, and reſienting in fack-cloth 


and aſhes (O), were filled with indignation, and 


had recourſe, not to the keen dexterities of 


argument, but to the club-reaſoning (c) of 
baffled and deſpotic villany: they fut the 
Hfroſtles Ix A COMMON PRISON, ſays the 


Scripture; and conſulted how to take away 
their lives (4) Again: when the proto- 
(a) Acts v. 1734. — Matt. xi. 21. 


(c) o ap? & reg ole AαNν,ji-H“ær“e, dug T6 Hααε, 
Ah cidnęgin xogury pryvurue parayya;, II. H. 140. 
(a) And this will naturally be the next ſtep, if theſe pro- 
fecutions are thus ſanctioned by Juriet. HAZ ART is the 


prototype of all ſuch Miniſters, and their ſervants, the A. tor- 


#eyie General, | 


OW 


( 25 ) 
martyr Stephen accuſed the ſame Jewiſh 
magiſtrates with the perſecution of the pro- 
phets (a), and the betraying and murdering of 
Jeſus, what was the reſult? They were cut to 


the heart : they gnaſſit ufion him with their teeth : 


they floned on the ſpot this undaunted rebuker 
of their crimes, this conſcientious victim to 


his integrity.— Gentlemen! the things that 


have been written aforetime in the Scriptures, 
were written for our learning (b); and theſe 


awful examples of honeſt intrepidity on one 


hand, and tyrannical depravity on the other, 
are recorded for our admonition, ufion whon 
the ends of the world are come (c).—] have 


_ preſumed, in the ſpirit of my original pro- 


feſſion, on the office of Peter and Stephen and 
the Apoſtles, the perilous and unwelcome 


office of rebuking boldly the wickedneſs of men 


in high filaces (d). I am conſcious to myſelf 
of weakneſs and fallibility in a thouſand in- 
ſtances: I am aware alſo that deep humility 


is the proudeſt diſtinction of a creature, igno- 


rant and erring, like myſelf; but this violent 
retaliation of our rulers on my perſon DEMON- 


(a) Acts, vii. 51—55. (5) Rom. XV. 4. 
le) 1 Cor. x. II. (4) Eph. vi. 12. 
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STRATES THAT 1 WAS NOT MISTAKEN in 
my charges of perfidy, cruelty, and irreligion. 
The Scribes and Lawyers and High-Prieſts 
and Phariſees of the Jews, pronounced again 
and again by Chriſt to be blind and fools and 
Ayſiocrites (a), our Miniſters have made the 
pattern of their imitation by PERSECUTING 


ME. Will ye give a verdict againſt one, 


who is undeniably declared by a FAcT to 
have expoſed wickedneſs, and to have expoſed 
it JUSTLY? Prepare not for yourſelves, 
Gentlemen! thoſe ſharp ſtings of Conſcience, 
which will goad your boſoms to the laſt mo- 
ment of your lives, by ſanctioning and quick- 
ening the miſchievous aCtivity of theſe deluded 
mortals, who take refuge from the laſhes of 


correction in vindictive violence; and have 


no better or wiſer method to evince their in- 
nocency, than that of trampling with the 


hoof of oppreſſive power their adverſary in 


the d!!! | . 
Gentlemen! the libel-bill of MR. Fox (5), 
which forms the baſis of your verdict, and to 


a) Matt. xxiii. 13, 17. 
(%) I endeavoured to point out in court the true purport of 


this bill ; which, in it's preſent ſtate, is almoſt uſeleſs: be- 


zauſe, whatever the defendant may aſſert, the Attorney» 
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which, as the law of your country, ye have 
ſworn obedience, empowers you to look 
beyond the overt- act of publication to the 
motives, the diſpoſition, the character, of the 
writer. The information ſtates, that I, BEING 
a ſeditious, malicious, and ill-di/fg/ed perſon, 
have written ſo and ſo: not, that I d:4 write 
ſo and ſo, and 7herefere am that perſon. My 


ſeditiouſneſs and malice and 2/I-diſfio/ition are 


preſumed, as manifeſtly exiſting and undeniably 
notorious; not inferred by concluſion from a 


fact demonſtrated. He, who denies this ſtate- 


ment, may be, for aught 1 know, very learned 
in the law, but is an abſolute ignoramus in 
the ſenſe and conſtruction of his native lan- 


guage. Now, Gentlemen! I think myſelf 


able to prove my freedom from ſedit:ouſneſs, 


and malice, and i!1-diſjo/ition, to every thing 


but prejudice incurable, by evidence, internal 
and extraneous, as compleat and ſatisfactory, 


General and Judge, © ſpeak laſt, and command more 
reverence from the Jury than any accuſed perſon, as conſtantly 
maintain, that the character of a man ought to have no 
influence on the verdict, and that the iztertion is included in 
the publication ſimply, with much talk about the /aw of 
libel; the nature of which, and the place of it's eaten, 
are unknown to me. 


( 28 ) 


as moſt men in this country could adduce in 


. their own behalf: and, if ye then with a good 
conſcience, with no- doubt upon your minds, 
(a condition neceſſary for your vindication, 
not merely from malevolence, but the ſin of 
feerjury) can pronounce me that peſtilential 
perſon, as to every particular alleged in the 
information, — peace be with you! not as men 
deliberately criminal, but involuntarily miſ- 
taken, and unhappily deluded, by an in- 
adequate apprehenſion of the caſe, or the 
miſrepreſentations of a ſophiſtical accuſer. 
Theſe points of innocent intention and un- 
fediticns conduct I ſhall eſtabliſh by three deci- 
five and independent proofs: 1. From the 
circumſtances of publication. 2. From the 
ſpirit of the pamphlet. 3. From my own 
manners, - occupations, and modes of life, 
And theſe proots I had intended to corroborate 
by the teſtimony of a few witneſſes; no hies, 
no informers, no ahiaſtates; ſuch as ſome freofile 
are accuſtomed to employ for their precious 
purpoſes; but men of high rank and reſpeècta- 
bility in the community; chiefly, however, of 
political and religious ſentiments very different 
from my own, but ſelected by me becauſe of 
mat difference; that their atteſtation might 
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have impreſſed you with all the force, of 
which evidence is capable. Now I will tell 
you explicitly what inclined me to deſert the 


intention of calling witneſſes altogether. 1. 


It ſeemed a diſgrace for a plain man, no 


vagabond nor. ſtranger in ſociety, to think 


any vindication of his character neceſſary 
from the aſperſions of perſecuters, who have 
no better reaſon for their conduct to me this 
day, than a determination to retain undimi- 
niſhed and unamended all their peculations 
and corruptions, and to oppreſs by tyranny 
and injuſtice every advocate for reformation : 
peculations and corruptions, lately reproved 
with ſeverity by the judge upon the bench, 
and which no man could enumerate, without 
a hundred tongues, a hundred mouths, and 
lungs of braſs, before the ſun would ſet in the 
Weſtern ſky, and involve this court in dark- 
neſs. 2. The ſhortneſs and uncertainty of 
the time allowed for theſe trials, utterly in- 
conſiſtent with a pure regard to juſtice, makes 
the whole interval ſuſpence and trepidation; 
and this ſeaſon of the year encumbers the 
attendance of diſtant reſidents from town with 
inconveniences, which I could not impoſe, 
with entire ſatisfaction to myſelf, on friend 


„ 


or foe: and their attendance in this caſe was 
actually impoſſible from theſe very cauſes. 


The witneſſes propoſed were in general old 
aſſociates, and intimately acquainted with my 
manners and diſpoſitions; eight in all: three 
willing, five unwilling, to appear. One 
willing witneſs, prevented only by ill-health 
and diſtance, the Duke of Grafton, has 
delivered his opinion of me in terms, which 
1 beg permiſſion to lay before you (a). My 
next witneſs, George Hibbert, Eſq. Merchant 
and Alderman of London, was alſo ready 


to attend, and expreſs hs eſtimation of me: 


and I dare fay, Gentlemen! it is unneceſ- 
ſary to inform you, that no man deſervedly 
ranks higher in the opinion of his fellow- 
citizens than he. His letter is the ſhort reply 
of one fully engaged in commercial oc- 
cupations, but declaratory of friendſhip and 
affection. My next willing witneſs was a 
gentleman, not leſs diſtinguiſhed by amiable 
manners, than his profound attainments in 
mathematics and philoſophy, the Rev. Samuel 
Vince, F. R. S. and Plumian profeſſor of ex- 
perimental philoſophy in the Univerſity of 


Cambridge. His letter alſo I have with me. 


(a) See the Appendix, 
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The five remaining were unwilling witneſſes: 
all of them, like Mr. Vince, my intimate 
friends or contemporaries at Cambridge, and 
well acquainted with me ſince, either by epi- 
ſtolary correſpondence, intermediate friends, 
or perſonal intercourſe: Dr. Beadon, Biſhop 
of Gloucefter; Dr. Pretyman, Biſhop of 
Lincoln; Dr. Sutton, Biſhop of Norwich; 
Dr. Pearce, Maſter of Jeſus-College, Cam- 
bridge, and Dean of Ely; and Dr. Rennell, 
Maſter of the Temple. All of theſe were 
far off in the country, or would be before 
the trial; as might be ſeen from their letters in 
my poſſeſſion; and could not appear without 
conſiderable inconvenience; they were, how- 
ever, I confeſs to you, otherwiſe reluctant, 
regarding me leſs affectionately and reſpect- 
fully than heretofore; becauſe I had incurred 

that inexpiable crime of thinking differently 
on politics and religion from themſelves. 

The truth is, Gentlemen! theſe fathers of 
the church, who have been accuſtomed to 

converſe with me as freely and familiarly as a 

man converſes with his brother, have not 

only received all their preferments from 

that object of my capital averſion] Mr. Pitt, 


but expect as much more as they can poſſibly 


6 32 
: get from the ſame [ /ober and ſiious] patron of 4 
the clergy. And where men, like theſe, 5 
poſſeſs preferments of great value, whoſe 2 
duties are inſignificant or none; or different 4 
| preferments, of which the duties are incom- 
patible; and live therewithal in a ſtate of 
perpetual ſvitorſhip for more; not only is 1 
their judgement unavoidably perverted and w 
heart depraved, but all the benevolent affec- 

tions and kindly ſenſibilities of nature gra- 
dually fink down and diſappear for ever in 2 
the bottomleſs pit of an inſatiable and all- l 
devouring SELFISHNEss. When their daily 
occupation partakes ſo much of depredation 
on the community; a reafung, where they did + 
not ſow, and a gathering, where they had not 0 
ſeattered; no wonder, if a man may perform f 


all the precepts of the Goſpel and all the ; 
offices of humanity, and ſtill be in heir 7 
1 2 opimon a dangerous and malicious perſon; 4 
| 8 becauſe he prefers not their articles to our 4 
Scrifiture, and the liberty, wherewith Chriſt 5 
hath made us free, to the ſlavery of eccleſiaſ- ; 
tical impoſitions; but feels more ſatisfaction 4 
in a frugal ſubſiſtence from literary labours 4 
and an unbribed worſhip of his Creator 3 
in ſpirit and in truth, than in babbling reſie- 4 
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titious of Phariſaic prayers [and lazily de- 
vouring the ſubſtance of the widow ]. Dr. 
Bennet alſo, Biſhop of Cloyne in Ireland, 
who has continued his friendſhip, amidſt all 
the differences of opinion, during 2 term of 
three and twenty years, is diſabled by diſtance 
from appearing in my behalf. Dr. New- 


come too, Archbiſhop of Armagh and 


Primate of Ireland, has occaſionally teſtified 
a ſpontaneous regard for me and an appro- 
bation of my ſtudies, by various preſents of 
his own works. I could enlarge on this 
ſubje&t; but ye would deem me vain and 
oſtentatious. Now ſurely the kind notices 
of ſuch men as theſe may eaſily conſole me 
under the charges of malice, ſeditiouſneſe, and 
evil diſjuſition from one, who recommends 
himſelf to his. patrons by nothing more 
effectually than bold accuſations and un- 
relenting perſecutions of all, that have tlie 
honeſty to contemn, and the reſolution to 
chaſtiſe, their hypocriſy and crimes. 

Ye may be ſure alſo, that many private 
friends equally reſpectable could have been 
brought forward by me on this occaſion; but 
their teſtimony might appear too ſtrongly 
D - | 


| 34 ) 

tinctured by an infuſion of perſonal affection 
and general coincidence of ſentiment, to be 
Tegarded by you as unequivocally diſintereſted 
and unſuſpicious. Indeed, this whole proceſs 
of defence and propoſed teſtimony is em- 
ployed by me for the gratification of my 
relatives and the poſſible benefit of the public 
through your ſteadineſs and virtue. I ſhould 
have acted in my own opinion with more 
true dignity, with more conformity to that 
diſdainfu! ſenſe of injury, that conſcience of 
deſert, which inſpires and exalts my feelings, 
had I ſubmitted unreſiſtingly (a) to all the 
conſequences of perſecution from ignorant, 


unmerciful, and graceleſs men. Theſe rude - 


oppreſhons of laborious and pacific ſtudents 
are as ſure a proof of merit, as a luminous 


body is certainly inferred from the ſhadow of 


an interpoſing object. I find an invaluable 


(a) Some of the jury, who repented afterwards of their 
verdict, endeavoured to excuſe themſelves on account of 2 
want of witnelles in my favour. Not only did the ſhortneſs 
of the notice, as I have ſtated, render the appearance of ſuch 
witneſſes, as I once meditated, impoſſible; but I rejoice in 
abandoning ſuch a proceſs, as unworthy of my character. 
| Good intention ſhould be preſumed on the part of the de- 
fendant, till malice is proved; which was not proved, and 
could not * proved, againſt t. 
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maxim in an invaluable book, delivered by a 
moſt illuſtrious and fearleſs champion of 
Truth and Freedom, PAul of Tarſus: All, 
who live godlily in Chrift Feſus,—all the de- 
fenders of truth and juſtice and religion and 
rational equality againſt the devourers of the 
toil and tramplers on the happineſs of their 
 fellow-citizens,—fhall ſuffer perſecution (a). 
I can very well endure the practical enemies 
of God and MAN, lovers and promoters of 
WAR, DUELLISTs, and APOSTATES, to be 
enemies to ME. - WM” 

1. Gentlemen! I ſhall evince the fairneſs 
and uprightneſs of my intentions from peculi- 
arities attending the publication of my 
pamphlet: and how extremely cautious ye 
ſhould be in deciding the intentions of 
another, a tranſaction of laſt week in this 
very court 1s ſufficient to demonſtrate. A 
judge, of advanced years and long ex- 
perience (5), . aſſerted from yonder bench, 
uncontradicted by the other judges, in theſe 
or equivalent terms, that my motive for 
„ blaming the great characters, who have 


(a) 2 Tim. iii. 12. (5) Mr. Juſtice Aſhurſt. 
D 2 


„„ 


had the expenditure of the public money, 
« was the proper application of that money 
in cruſhing the Triſſi rebellion, and thus 
„ thwarting MY HOPES.“ Now it ſo hap- 


pens, that my pamphlet was publiſhed in 


January 1798, and the Iriſh rebellion was 
not known here to have broken out till the 
latter end of May, in the ſame year, FouR 
MONTHS AFTER. Ye ſee, Gentlemen! 
what miſtakes it is poſſi ble even for Judges to 
commit, when they exerciſe their unchari- 
table cenſure with ſuch exemplary decency on 
the ſecret motives of other men. I hope 
better things of vou; who mult be ſenſible, 


that many crimes may be committed with 


impunity, which deſerve, beyond any Velonies, 
the ſevereſt indignation of the law (a). 


Animated by conſcious reCtitude, nor afraid ' 


of acknowledging any aCtion, which I am not 


(a) Lord Kenyon, with a moſt audacious falſification of 


the circumſtance, endeavoured to juſtify his brother Aſhurſt 


by proving e gifted with a ſecond ſight: and, when I in- 
terrupted him, ſtopt me with an inſolence and vulgarity 
characteriſtic of the man, I was not at liberty to give my 
authority; otherwiſe I would not have been ſtopped: and 
then I ſuppoſe this venerable and godly Lord chief Juſtice of 


England would have ſworn, and d 
ceſtomary profaneneſs in the ebullitions of his paſſion. 


d me, according to his 


1 


a/hamed to commit, I never heſitated to give 
every proof of being the author of that 
pamphlet; and, when my unſuſpecting and 
unoffending publiſher was apprehended, I 
was ready to ſubſtitute myſelf, as the only 
poſſible offender in this tranſaction. The 
ſize of the print and the goodneſs of the 
paper, if ye will obſerve them, Gentlemen! 
diſprove a contemplation in me of general 
diſperſion among the public; and, without 
this view of general diſperſion, I am at a 
oſs to conceive, how a charge of /ed:t:on can 
be maintained. A. price alſo, correſpondent 
to theſe external appearances, rendered the 
pamphlet inacceſſible to many purchaſers of 
ſuch writings: nor did the title, An 


& Anſwer to the Biſhop of Landaff, hold 


out any invitation of acceptable materials to 
the lovers and ſowers of ſedition. Gentle- 
men! all theſe are arguments of an intelligi- 


ble and ſimple character: no artifice, no 


concealment, can be lurking here. Ocular 


inſpection and common ſenſe alone confer 
upon them a validity, which no exaggeration 


D-3 


(38) 


can enforce, no ſophiſtry impair (a). The 
compoſition alſo is learned and ſcholaſtical, 
or, if you will, pedantic, interlaced with 
Latin and Greek quotations; refuting in- 


ſtantaneouſly all imputation of ſeditious ap- 
plication to the paſſions of the multitude, 


and demonſtrating an excluſive appeal to the 
more enlightened claſſes of ſociety. I em- 


ployed alſo but one bookſeller, the regular 
vender of all my publications; who never 
publiſht any pamphlet, but this, either 
before or fince, for me or any other author, 
in his life, Gentlemen! if theſe allegations 
in behalf of honeft purpoſe both in him and 
me be not imperiouſly deciſive, and incapable 
of confutation, the Attorney-General muſt 
demonſtrate me a moſt crafty ænave, or A will 
* e/s myſelf an idiot. 

2. My intentions, Gentlemen! are appa- 
rent from the context of the pamphlet; and, 


if ſome things ſhould ſeem to you incon— 


ſiderately or warmly written, I diſpute not 
the VN of your opinion: only be ſo 


(a) My AF ARE TR had he not been ſomething more than 


a biget and a /ave, would have ſeen enough even in theſe _ 


outward indications te deter him from his barbarous proceſs 
againſt the writer. | 
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equitable as to reflect in your turn, that 
minds are differently conſtituted, ſo that every 
individual has his peculiarity of ſentiments 
and language; and, perhaps, where one 
charges me with too much acrimony, I ſhould 
retort a charge on Aim, with more propriety, 
of treacherous Inkewarmne/s in the cauſe of 
Liberty and Virtue; which, to my fancy, 
is a ſupremely reprehenſible defect. Nor 
am I not furniſhed with high authority for 
this judgement by that volume, which is the 
ſole directory of my conduct. I there find 
in the Revelations of St. John (a), that the 
Church of the Laodiceans was rejected with 
every expreſſion of abhorrence by the Lord 
and Judge of men, becauſe they were neither 
cold nor hot, but lukewarm practitioners of 
virtue and religion. Conſider alſo, that a 
ſuperior freedom of remark is uſually con- 
ceded to an anſwerer, who is repelling an 
aggreſſion, which he deems unfriendly to 
ſocial happineſs. For, if the foes of Free- 
dom and the retainers of - Miniſtry may 
vilify, not only the perſons of diſſentients 


(a) Chap. 5, ver. 16. 
| 24 


| ( 40 ) 

from them, but all that is praiſe-worthy and 
venerable in the eſtimation of their opponents, 
and no attempts at refutation be endured, 
what muſt the end be, but oppreſſion without 
meaſure, and corruption without redreſs? 
Now my principal intention was ſimply to 
produce on the minds of others that com- 
plete diſapprobation of the preſent miniſtry, 
which an attentive obſervation of their con- 
duct had produced on myſelf; and more par- 
ticularly to diſcourage and repreſs that hor- 
rible rage for war, which appears in my 
imagination to have brutaliſed our times and 
country (a. | 
I laboured to create an abſolute indiſpoſition 
to all exertion in behalf of thoſe ſanguinary 
meaſures, which have been ſo long and fa- 
tally purſued by a Miniſtry, whom I regard, 


without any condemnation or diſlike of thoſe, 


who think differently from me, not merely as 
the capital enemies of thoſe conſtitutional 
Tights tranſmitted by our anceſtors, but of 
THE WHOLE HUMAN RACE: becauſe this 
indiſpoſition to their meaſures would render 


' 


(a) Quid nos dura refugimus 
Ztas ? quid intactum nefaſti 
Liquimus? | Hor, Od. i. 35. 34. 
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their reſignation abſolutely neceſſary to the 
ſalvation of the country, either by peace, or 
by unanimous defence under better miniſters. 
Our political condition appeared to my fancy 
ſo debaſed and corrupted by the peſtilential 
operations of our prefent rulers, as to leave 
but little inducement to activity in defence of 
our lives and liberties in oppoſition to a 
foreign foe: nor could I diſcover any excite- 
ment of this activity, and of zeal in behalf 
even of-our deareſt intereſts, but in the re- 
moval of that torpor (a) and deſpair, which 
depreſt all our energies to the earth by a 
weight of exactions, encreaſing daily with 
moſt enormous and moſt fatal accumulation. 
— Who ſhall dare to contradict, as if he were 
in the place of God, a ſearcher of the 
thoughts, this unſophiſticated ſtatement of 
an honeſt heart, but a ſhameleſs and unchari- 
table ſlanderer?—lI ſpeak alſo, in the ſame 
breath, of a French invaſion, as morally 
imſioſſible, from the naval ſuperiority of our 
iſland; and, what leaves indiſputable the 
intentions here ſpecified, I propoſe a plan of 
redreſs, not by an abandonment of the 


(4) torpent infractæ ad prælia vires. 


* i En. ix, 499. 
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„ 
country to it's znvaders,. but by a moderation 
of our military phrenſy, and a change of 
Miniſters, as the fole expedient of deliverance 
from all our dangers and embarraſfments. I 


hope, Gentlemen! when the Attorney-Gene- 


ral has finiſhed, if ye have any doubt on your 
minds, ye will do me the juſtice, thus relying 
on my own efforts and the ſupport of con- 


feious integrity alone, to take the pamphlet 


with you, and peruſe it, particularly the 
concluſion. Whatever your determination 
may be, it is a debt of reaſon both to me, to 
Four country, and to yourſelves, that ye 
return a verdict free from all, imputation of 
inconſiderate precipitancy, and ſubſequent to 
an actual examination of thoſe peculiarities, 
which ve will find to have been fairly and 


| Honourably ſtated; and, after all, be my 


notions innocent, or be they dangerous, they 


are but the viſions of a peaceful and retired 


fcholar, revealed to enlightened and ſpecula- 


tive men. In ſhort, (which is my real crime) 


J look on M. Fox as the ANGEL of 


XEDEMPTION, and on Mr. Pirr as the 


DAMON of DESTRUCTION, not to our on 
country only, but to all European monarchs, 


whom this curious daivercy, with fingular 
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preted and explained: but theſe detached 
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activity,“ are not only abſurd, contradictory, 
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ſucceſs and induſtry, is daily daſhing from 
their thrones. But my propoſal for recovery 
from our perilous condition, by a change of 
adminiſtration, either falſifies all accuſation 
of ſeditious purpoſe, or implies a moſt dark 


diſſimulation and ſubtle management in the 


fabrication of this pamphlet: but diſſimulation 
and management are not, I beheve, generally 
conſidered as ingredients in the compoſition 


of my manners. Beſides, the general ſcope 


of the pamphlet, namely, an attack on the 
Miniſtry and their meaſures, is the proper 
object of your conſideration, and the clue, 
by which. detached paſſages are to be inter- 


paſſages, torn violently from the context, 
muſt not be made a ſtandard for the expla- 
nation of the pamphlet; becauſe ſuch a mode 
of interpretation is prepoſterous and unfair, 
nor allowed to be legitimate by candid 
reaſoners in any other inſtance. And ſuch 
phraſes, as that employed by the Attorney- 


General, “ a treaſonous incentive to traitorous in- 


and unintelligble in themſelves, but moſt ridi- 
_ culouſly contemptible; and are deluſively em- 
ployed from an inability, of "AY a ſpecific 
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„ 
charge in the clear language of reaſonable 
men. Finally, Gentlemen! I profeſs to have 
been ſwayed by theſe purpoſes on that occa- 
fion: ſhould the Attorney-General; or any 


other man, arraign my veracity, what is to be 
done? I can only ſay, that I will undertake, 
at any hazard, to bring more diſintereſted 


witneſſes into this court, reſpectable for their 
intellectual accompliſhments, their - amiable 
manners, their beneficence to their 'fellow- 
creatures, their practice of every virtue, 
that recommends our religion and dignifies 
our nature, to pronounce an opinion of my 
fincerity, than Mr. Attorney-General and all 
his Majeſty's Miniſters put together could 
fummon to atteſt the moral reſpectability of 


their characters. How far Aus veracity will 


bear a compariſon with mine, ye ſhall judge 
from a circumſtance, now to be laid before 
you, ſince there ſeems to be implied a com- 
petition of integrity between us: and I feel 
more charitableneſs, than to wiſh my bittereſt 
enemy incapable of clearing himſelf from ſo 
horrible an imputation. If he be incapable, 
he will rue that evil hour, when he firſt 
thought of proſecuting ME. This defence 
will go before the public; and all his pre- 


5 


tenſions to veracity and honour are forfeited 
for ever! „ 

In chis very court, when Johnſon was 
called up for judgement, Mr. Attorney-Gene- 


ral, by way of occurrence to a tacit accu- 


ſation of diſcriminate ſelection in the ſubjeQs 
of theſe trials, aſſerted “ a determination to 
„ have proſecuted any other bookſellers as 
„ well as Jordan and Johnſon, could he 
„% have attained the ſame evidence of pub- 
„ lication againſt them :” or words to this 
effect. Will he ſtop and contradict me here? 
Now I can prove, and am ready to prove, by 


the oaths of eye-witneſſes eminently reſpect- 


\ 
* 


able, nay, by the oaths of the very agents, 
the bookſellers themſelves, that my pamphlet 
was actually fold, and in ſome inſtances very 
largely, by almoſt every bookſeller in London 
and Weſtminſter; and lay for ſale upon the 
ſame counter in the ſame ſhop with the 
Biſhop's pamphlet at his publiſher's. I give 
then to Sir John Scott which horn he. pleaſes 
of this goring dilemma: He either ſent 
„ his emiffaries to other bookſellers, or he 
& did not.“ If he did ſend, and can PROVE 
that he ſent them, I will forfeit my life, if 7 
cannot prove, that they mig have bought 
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my pamphlet at the moſt reſpectable ſhops in 
town: if he did xt ſend them, he ſtands 


SELF-CONVICTED of AS GROSS A PREVART- 
CATING FALSEHOOD AS TONGUE CAN 
UTTER (a). „ 

Now, be this as it may, "OI 1 
leave you to your own reflections, and lim to 
the acquittal, or the torments, of his own 
conſcience ; only, I beſeech you, ſuffer not 
the inſidious ſurmiſes and malevolent in- 
ſinuations of any man, diſciplined in the 
ſchool of artifice, to enſnare you into a miſ- 


. | Veſano talia late 
Dicta volant Ligeri: ſed non et Troius heros 
Dicta parat contra; n nam torquet in hoſtem. 
En. x. 882. 
Yet this CONVICTED LIAR in reply to my addreſs, not 


(a) 


only ſpoke of my third edition of the pamphlet as the ſame. 


book, but aſſerted, with an. audacity, a profligacy, and a 
-meanneſs, which nothing could exceed, that he would not 
believe me without an affidavit, when I declared this third 
edition to have undergone the inſpection of a profeſſional 
gentleman; though it be clear, that no barriſter could be 
expected to give his name after a verdict had been found 


| againſt it: and this he faid at a time when I had no power of 
reply. To which ſentiment, Lord Kenyon, with equal im- 


pudence and depravity, gave his aſſent. Men, whoſe lives 
give a perpetual practical lie to all probity and honour for 


- worldly advantage, mult naturally ſuſpect the N 5 


others. 
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truſt of my ſincerity is this account of my 
intentions: nor allow-yourſelves to be drawn 
aſide from the contemplation of my real 


character by the falſe glare of names (a), 


JAcoBIN, refublican, an oppoſer of the civil 
and eccleſiaſtical conſtitution of his country, 
or any other ſtigmatical denominations, eaſily 
deviſed by baſe impoſtors to vility the patriotic 
principles of a generous enemy to their cor- 
ruptions. Truth, not oſinion, is the proper 
object of regard. Remember, there was a 
time, when Chriſtianity itſelf was ſo reviled * 


when the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts were 


branded, like myſelf, by the ſlanderous tongues 


of venal politicians, as troublers of the city (b), 


as fre/tilent fellows (c), as fowers of ſedition, as 
turners of the world ufiſide down (d). Nay, 
the Saviour of mankind himſelf was accuſed, 
as I am accuſed, of Heruerting the fieofile le), 
of oppoſing Cæſar (f), and alienating their 
affections from an allegiance to their lawful 
king. Gentlemen! ſuch unſubſtantiated and 


(a) — — ä — Nihil eft, Antipho, 
Quin male narrando poſſit depravarier. 
„ Ter Phorm iv. 4. 13. 
(s) Ads, xvi. 20. (c) Acts, xxiv. 5. (4) Acts, xvii. 6. 
(„) Luke, xxiti, 2. (Y John, xix 22. 


„ : 
li | undiſtinguifhing reproaches evince nothing 
but the virulence and depravity of their in- 
venters; and no flower of reputation, how- 
. ever fair and flouriſhing and fragrant, can 
* e .ſcape the peſtilential blaſt of a defamer. Be 
my political perſuaſions what they will, to 
others they are innoxious, to their owner 
g | they are not diſgraceful; for they have no 
connection with the miſchievous atrocities of 
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public men, and are but the dormant ſpecu- F 
lations of a muſing vifionary, whoſe ſoul is 3 
panting day and night for the melioration of 1 
his ſavage countrymen, as the hart hanteth for 3 


the [irings of water (a). | Moſt affuredly my 1 

life at leaſt proclaims me an enemy to all 

violence in human things, but the rranguil 
violence (Y) of reaſon, directed to the docile 
underſtanding and uncorrupted heart. My 
Ss maxim, of univerſal application, 1s the kind 
1 and generous maxim of Him, who loved his 
ſpecies as never man loved, who ſhake as never 
man ſhake (c); a maxim, which ſhould be 

worn upon the forehead (4), and engraven 


| : | (a) Pſalm xlii. 7. 
q | | (6) — — Peragit tranquilla poteſtas ; 
Quod violenta nequit, Claud. xvii. 239. 1 
(e) John, vii. 49. ; (a) Exod. xlii. 16. of 
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upon the heart (a), of all politicians in 
authority, as a memento to check every 
7 riſing propenſity to a perſecution of thought 
9 and intellect: wHoSO HATH EARS TO HE AR, 


1 Wiſdom, - LET HIM. HEAR (b). Mild and 


fections of his hearers, not threats and force 


4 and informations and imſiniſonments, were the 


inſtruments of confutation and reformation to 
our great exemplar, the Son of God (c). 


Thoſe outrages of all humanity and religion 


3 and brotherly regard, the ſole badge of his 
diſciples, he leaves to be practiſed by cur/ed 
L children (d), the. children of dliſobedience (e) 
a who are none of his (V), nor deſerve to be 
1 called by 4is name. I had rather live under 


a the moſt deſhotie tyranny, in fieace and a com- 


placent acquieſcence of the ſubject, than in 


(a) Jerem. xvii. 1. (3) Matt. xiii. 9. 
(e) © jeſus, the Son of God, as this Gentleman calls 
« him;” faid Lord Kenyon in his charge to the Jury. What 
could the b—k—d mean? One would ſuppoſe, that he had 
never read a page of the New Teſtament in his life. Stu- 
"3 _ porem hominis, vel, dicam? pecudis, attendite. 
=: ha | Cic. Philip. ji. 12, 
(a) 2 Pet. ji. 14. (e) Eph. ii. 2. (J) Rom, viii. 9. 
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exclaims the meek interpreter of divine 


ingenuous appeals to the ſpontaneous af- 
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the midſt of tumult and alarm under the 


freeft commonwealth, eſtabliſhed and — | 


- by the ſword, 
But, Gentlemen! I ſtand here as an aologi it, 
not a. /i Aliant; as Socrates before the Athe= 


nians, and, in my proportion and the proportion 
of the circumſtances, as Jeſus before the Roman _ 


Governer, an aſſerter of my integrity, an un- 
diſſembling deliberate approver of my conduct 
in this whole tranſaction. Still I regret that 
the book was ever publiſhed; nor, ſhould I 
ſurvive another century, would I publiſh a 
ſingle ſyllable on politics again, under ſuch a 
paroxyſm of alarm and phrenſy, and rulers 


of ſuch deſpotical complexion. Not that my 


opinions. have undergone a change: no; my 
antipathy to wickedneſs is durable as my 
exiſtence, and perſecution is not acknowledged 
to be a legitimate proceſs in changing the 
Opinions of reaſonable men: but becauſe I 
feel too powerful an intereſt in the comforts 
of my fellow-creatures, to wiſh zheir annoy- 
ance from the infelicities of n conduct. I 
lament exceedingly, that publiſhers are ſuffet- 
ing ſo ſeverely in body and eſtate for my 
liberty of ſpeech and boldneſs of rebuke. 1 


with it were in my power to indemnify all 
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their loſſes by perſonal inconvenience (a), 


and to become their ſubſtitute in priſon for 


all the moments of all their ſufferings. I 
ſhould welcome theſe ſacrifices in their be- 
half, as the trueſt teſt of eyangelical love, 
that a Chriſtian can exhibit for his brethren (5) : 
I would thank my accuſer for this indulgence 


of alleviating eit burden by placing myſelf 
beneath it. Yet, I repeat it, Gentlemen! ye 


behold not in me a reſienting ſicſitliant, but a 
challenger of your aſilauſe. Y our verdict is of 
much more importance to you, than to myſelf 
My days of life are few and evil (c). They 
cannot be expended better, nor ſhall be other- 


wiſe expended, than in witneſſing 4 good 


practical confeſſion (d) for Truth and Peace 
and Righteouſneſs before my - countrymen 
againſt Corruption in all it's forms. But a 
final reckoning of high ſolemnity is appointed 


2 for yourſelves, and me, and all men. Te 


1 Fudge who is ſubject to no alarms, no in- 


(4) Fig'te me, ſi qua eſt pietas; in me omnia tela 
Conjicite, 9 Rutuli: me primum abſumite ferro. 
En. ix. 492 


(8) John, ili. 16. Gal. vi. 2. 


1 (e) Gen. xvii, 9. (d) 1 Tim. vi. 13. 


E 2 


43 


| Huence, no partiality, no prejudice, is flaul⸗- 
i ing at the door (a). The meaſure that ye mete, 1 i 
| will be meaſured to you again (b). E 

3. As to the ird proof of laudable in- 
tention from my life and manners, accept fa. 


: vourably this ſhort and plain detail: and, if 3 
it appear boaſiful and oftentatious, ye will 
candidly recollect, that ſuch ſeeming indeli- 
cacy was demanded and is excuſed by the 3 
occaſion: for Plutarch, the great moralift of 

antiquity, in a ſpecific difſertation has deter- 
mined my caſe, that of a man malicouſly 4 
accuſed by an I diſhoſed narrow-minded ad- 
verſary, to be a caſe, which renders felf-com- 3 
mendation, not only pardonable, but oppor- - 
tune and neceſſary. 2 
: No ſtudent lives now, or has ever lived, of 4 
a purpoſe more devotedly applied to the im- 
provement of his underſtanding and the ac- 
quiſition of uſeful and ornamental knowledge, 4 
than myſelf. Men, capable of more intenſe 1 

5 exertions, of ſuperior abilities, of better 2 

; opportunities, there are, and have been, A | 
many; but none more reſolutely and unre- 
mittingly engaged by affection to literary 2 

'a) James, v. ge ) Matt. vii. 2. F 
= 
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objects (a). My few and ſhort and trivial 
publications of a political complexion have 
been the caſual production of an hour un- 
willingly ſtolen from more agreeable occupa- 
tions, from important illuſtrations of revealed 


truth, from a defence of Scripture in op- 
poſition to the ſhrewd, but unlearned, arro- 


gance of Thomas Payne, by a momentary 
impulſe of public duty and a defire of public 
ſervice. They have not collectively employed 
my attention in proportion of a minute to a 
day. Not to haraſs you with a long catalogue 
of my performances for the laſt nine years of 
my reſidence in this neighbourhood, which 


have excited an admiration of diligence and 
regularity even in ſtudents indefatigably labo- 


rious themſelves, my late work, an edition 
of Lucretius, profeſſes to diſplay a larger 


compaſs of critical inveſtigation in it's kind, 


and an exertion of expenſe and induſtry and 
learning, beyond thoſe of any individual, 
under ſimilar circumſtances and with equal 
expedition, ſince the revival of letters in this 
country. This edition, unrivalled. for cor- 


> 


(7) ——— gent percuſſus amore. Virg, Geor i, 476. 


E 3 


1 

5 

$ 

\ 

. 

[1 
= 

: - 

q 

* 


? 
OO Ce ER — 


( 54 ) 
rectneſs and magnificence, though. introduced 


by a moſt malicious, ſeditious, and ill-difhoſed 


dedication to MR. Fox, and an unſparing 
eaſtigation of the preſent miniſtry, ſtill diſ- 
proportionate to their deſerts (a), has the 
honour of appearing in his Majeſty's library at 
Buckingham-Houſe; a library, well worthy 
of a munificent and potent monarch: nor has 


yet another official information advertiſed me 


of rebellious mutinies in that ſuperb collection, 


er of a battle among the books, ſince the intro- 


duction of my dangerous volumes thither. 

I am not now, nor ever was, a member of 
any one political fociety: no frequenter of 
public meetings, no ſpeaker at public dinners; 
nor ever attended a lecture or debate on po- 
litical ſubjects in a ſingle inſtance, on any 
occaſion whatever, in all my life: not that 
I preſume to cenſure or diſapprove | theſe 
practices in others, but becauſe of their ab- 
ſolute inconſiſtency with my regular, ſtu- 
dious, ſober, pacific, and domeſticated modes 


of living, I have never written a ſingle po- 


licical article in any review, magazine, or 
other periodical publication, of .any name, 


(a) Terent. And. ii. 1. 22. 


1 


n << 

character, or deſcription (a). The education 

of my own children, and occaſionally of a 
ſtranger, family afliduities, the cultivation of , 
moſt valuable friendſhips, the interviews of 

à very numerous acquaintance, literary com- 

; munications, avocations inceſſant and of 

Y various deſcription, amidſt a multiplicity of 
untowardly embarraſſments, ungracious for 

7 me to ſpecify, and unintereſting for you to hear, 

5 form thoſe occupations, which are conduct- 

ing my feet, that decline no labour, but wiſh 

4 for reſt, by an even and tranquil tenor, to 

' "the termination of their pilgrimage in the 

x houſe appointed for all tlie living (b). Every 
opportunity of worldly elevation and eceleſiaſ 

3 tical emolument have I promptly and largely 

3 ſacrificed on the altar of Liberty and Con- 

3 ſcience: and I ſtand alone, like a hermit in 

> the wilderneſs, reaping a ſcanty harveſt from 


5 the hard and barren ſoil of learning, unpre- 
3 | 


ferred, unpatroniſed, unpenſioned, unregarded, 
—_ amidſt my contemporaries, whom I ſee riſen 
and riſing round me daily to the higheſt 
lituations in Church and State, with original 
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{a) ———— mutas agitare inglorius artis. En. xii. 396. 


E 4 


{5} Job, xxx. 23, 


3 
pretenſions to distinction far leſs mn 
than my own, | 
Are theſe the habts, ter of che 
Jury! theſe the propenſities, theſe the employ- 
| ments, theſe the principles, this the life, of a 
l | ſeditlous, malicious, and ilI-diſhoſed. perſon, as I 
aan inſolently ſtyled by my accuſer in the op- 
prbbrious rudeneſs of his information? If he : 


= be not callous to the comfiunctious viſitings of 

. . conſcience, if the veſtiges of ſhame be not 

| worn utterly from his forehead (a), and a plate 

| of trifle braſs ſuperinduced in their room; - i 
| | inſtedd of defending his ſcandalous behaviour, 4 

| he will apologiſe before you with confuſion > | 


and contrition for his miſtake: the ſole com- z 
penſation in his power for ſuch a miſappli- 1 


cation and proſtitution of authority in this F 
remorſeleſs perſecution. J 
| And now, Gentlemen! I wil trouble you B 
with but two more particulars, before I addreſs 3 
a few words in concluſion more expreſsly = 9 
yourſelves. N 3 
1. Mr. Reeves, a gentleman with whom I 
T have 2 converſed, apparently of 1 
{a) Ejetum . 6: #8 ; attrith de fronte ruborem. 4 


Juv. xili. 242. 
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* 
mild and amiable manners, wrote a pamphlet 
in which he ſpake of the two houſes of Par- 
liament, the Lords and Commons, as a ſort 
of unneceſſary appendages to the conſtitution; 
which, he ſeemed to think, might proceed 
very well without them, under a king only. 
For my own part, I ſee no harm in the enter. 
tainment of this opinion by Mr. Reeves or 
any other perſon, eſpecially in writting; be- 
cauſe ſentiments ſhould be free, and becauſe 


I firmly believe his Majeſty to be a much 
more reſpectable perſon, than the majority of 
either Lords or Commons: and I ſhould as 


ſoon have thought of turning Cyclops (a), 
and gobbling up Mr. Reeves and his kindred, 
quick and raw, at a meal, as of proſecuting 


him for his pamphlet. However, I don't 


pretend to be the wiſeſt man in this kingdom; 
and Mr. Reeves's book was adjudged an 
abominable libel on the conſtitution by the 
Houſe of Commons, and a proſecution 
eventually enjoined on the Attorney-General. 
If I rightly recollect, the noble and learned 


Judge now upon the bench did not differ from 


(4) TupeSos yeywe Kevravges whopge? omozag, Lycoph. 1203. 
N prov Eeegn Borg TTgiapary, Nginpaco Te rang, II. A 35: 


(538) 


the Houſe on the ſeditious tendency of the 


paragraph; but became the advocate of Mr. 
Reeves, very humanely and very juſtly in my 
mind, from the general character of that 
gentleman; and on the plea of innocent inten- 
tions he was acquitted by the jury. How far 
I ſhall experience from the ſame quarter the 
ſame zealous patronage and kind conſtruction, 
is known only, to the Judge himſelf; but be 
ye careful, Gentlemen! to remember, that 
his opinion, if he deliver it agreeably to the 
libel-ſtatute, (which he is not directed, as I 
have heard maintained in court this day, but 
ſimply permitted, to give) is the mere opinion 
of a common man, not the promulgation of 
a law; and of a man, as 1 before maintained, 


and every one mult ſee, from inevitable cir- 
cumſtances not impartial in the preſent caſe: 


but particularly be careful, that his conduct 

m the caſe of Reeves's publication act 

with ſuitable impreſſion on your minds. I tell 

you fearleſsly and undiſguiſedly, YE ALONE 

are my polar ſtar during the perilous naviga- 

tion of this day. If I look above (a), clouds 
(a) Quocumque adſpicias, nihil eſt n5f pontus et aEr; 


Fluctibus hic tumidus, nubibus ille minax. 
| Ov. Triſt. i. 2. 23. 


6 880 


of formidable blackneſs (a), and big with 
thunder, ſeem ready to burſt upon my head. 
If I look below, behold! a /e, foaming out 
it's own ſhame (5), ſwollen with billows, and 
eager to engulf me in it's mercileſs abyſs. 
Hold out your hands, as our compaſſionate 
Maſter held out /is hand to Peter (e); and 
fave me, when I am {inking. 

2. It is not improbable, Gentlemen! as caſes 
and precedents weigh ten times more wich 
ſeme ſieoſile, than Truth and Reaſon and the 
Goſpel, that ye may be told of a verdict 
already given by former juries againſt my 
pamphlet in the caſe of the bookſellers. Ye 
will immediately perceive, without my pre- 
monition, what an inſult this would offer, 
not only to your under/tandings as men, but to 
Jour ſacred Function as a Jury, ſworn perſonally 
and individually to judge of me by my inten- 
tions. Theſe intentions are not the intentions 
of another man; nor is my caſe the caſe of 
another man; nor yet your conſciences the 
conſciences of other men. Suffer not the 


(a) Lord Kenyon appeared to me, as if he ſuppoſed I 
meant the heavy ſhower of rain, which was then darkening 
the ſky, and fell ſoon after! 5 

(5) Jude, ver. 13. : (c) Matt. xiv. 31. 
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magic ſpells of a forcerous accuſer to trans- 
form you into the puppets of his will, or 


reduce you to mere non-entities. Be im- 


partial, but independent. Reverence your own 


characters and feelings ; redeem the honour 
of your countrymen; ſpurn the dictatorial 
maxims, which ſway theſe profane idolaters 
of feals and parchments ; or they will pre- 
fently ſet up the very -PERJURIES of other 


juries, the juries of a Kaleigl, a Ruſſell, and 
à S/dney, as pure and infallible examples for 


yourſelves. 
Such doctrine is alſo moſt 8 and 


ocintedly contradicted by the Attorney-Gene- 
ral's own references on a late occaſion in the 
Houſe of Commons. He had heard it alſo 
6 alleged, after the ſtate trials and acquittals 
< of 1794, that a verdict of Not Guilty 


4 negatived all ideas of the exiſtence of a 


confpiracy: but we had now come back 
« again to common ſenſe, and did not main- 
« tain, that, becauſe there was an acquittal, 
« there could. nat be any ground of ac- 
<. cuſation.— He then took a view of the 


« caſes at Maidſtone, and maintained, it was 


& clear from them and ſome ſubſequent pro- 


« ecedings, that men may be acquitted of 


i 


K 6 


High Treaſon, and yet it ſhall appear after- 
% wards to the ſatisfaction of the world, that 
< they were guilty of High Treaſon (a).“ 


Now certainly, if men may be acquitted, 


and ground ſtill remain for condemnation; 
if they may be abſolved by Juries from a 
charge, and ſtill be guilty of that charge; 
ye have his own authority for the fallibility 
at leaſt, if not the ca/fability, of Juries; and 
a direct conceſſion from himſelf, that former 
verdicts may have been unjuſtly given againſt 
my pamphlet by former Juries; and, in any 
caſe, theſe verdicts have certainly never been 
given againſt me. | 

I have now offered you an account of my 
intentions, and have ſtrengthened this account 
by ſome detail of my manners and employ- 
ments; manners and employments, utterly 
incompatible with a character, which this 
proſecuter would fix upon me; becauſe cu 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth ſheak- 
eth (b); becauſe fweet and bitter waters can- 


(a) Attorney-General's ſpeech on Mr. Pitt's motien fc: 
the ſecond reading of the bill for the ſuſpenſion ofthe Habeas 
Corpus act, on December 21ſt, 1798, in the Houſe of 
Commons, from the Morning Chronicle, TRE | 


2) Matt. vii. 18. xii. 33, 34. 


( 62 ) 


not bubble from the ſame ſpring (a) ;—becauſe 

@ good tree cannot bear corruſit fruit. If an 
adminittration charge a ſubject of my habits 

and occupations as a ſeditious and ill-diſaſed 

frerſan, ye have a preſumption bordering on 
certainty, that the fault reſides in ths ad- 
miniſtration, not in me. I need not PUNISH- 

MENT, but they CORRECTION. It was not 

: Eliial, but Ahab, who troubled Iſrael (5). 
It is not who have deſolated Europe of her 
inhabitants and her kings; who have brought 

my country to poverty, bankruptcy, and re- 
quiſition ; but the Miniſter and his confede- 

rates (c). Should this account of my in- 

| tentions preſent itſelf to your underſtandings 
4 as ingenuous and ſincere, as conformable 
= , alfo to the life of one, not unknown and 
undiſtinguiſhed in ſociety, it is your duty, 

as men ſworn to decide by the laws of their 
country and their own conſciences, as de- 


(a) James, iii. 41. : : (; 
(5) 1 Kings, xviii. 18. 
| : 6) — — - num linquere caſtra 


Hortati ſumus, aut vitam conmittere ventis ? 
Num pero ſummam zelli, num credere muros ? 


Tyrrhenamve fidem aut gentis agitare-quietas ? 
| En. X. 68. 
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. 
teſters of perjury and ſupreme 1njuſtice, to 


acquit me of thoſe-eyil intentions, which are. 


not proved to your clear and irreſiſtible con- 


viction: nay, if ye DOUBT, the ſame laws 
of your country, the laws of all civiliſed 


nations, the laws of humanity, the laws of 
the Goſpel, demand a verdict in my favour; 
yea, an unfriendly ſentence were inexcuſable, 


unleſs ye find yourſelves demonſtrably and 


unequivocally ſatisfied, that I am totally and 
truly, without qualification or reſerve, that 


malicious, ſeditious, and ill-diſhoſed ſerſon of 


the proſecuter's information : and this, I am 
certain, is IMPOSSIBLE. That the Biſhop 


of Landaff did not regard me. as ſuch a 
perſon, letters, which I have received from 
bim, ſince the publication of the pamphlet, 


would unexceptionably aſcertain; and, if 
this prelate had been [as] eager to diſcharge 
an act of beneyolence and juſtice, [as he hag 
ſhewn himſelf eager in amaſſing preferments, 
of which he never performs the duties, ] he 
would have given a ſpontaneous atteſtation 


in this court this day to the-inhumanity and 
iniquity of proſecuting a man perfectly 


known to him through a variety of circum- 
ſtances and connections. If the Attorney- 


— ng ee. 
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General in his reply (an advantage, moſt 


unreaſonably refuſed to the defendant ; and 
which no man of worth and honour, ſolici- 


tous for the prevalence of unperverted unin- 
fluenced juſtice, could prevail on his feelings 


to employ} ſhould be able to bring any proof, 
beyond vain ſurmiſe, of pernicious principles 
and evil manners, I conſent that ye regard 
me as a baſe impoſtor, and the moſt trea- 
cherous of mankind : but liſten not, I beſcech 


you, to unauthenticated mis-ſtatements of 


my motives and demeanour [from one, who 
will find it an arduous taſk to defend hits 


own. ] 


intended to ſhew a deſire of correcting, ſoft» 


ening, and omitting, expreſſions of unne- 


ceſſary roughneſs ; and it paſt, paragraph by 
paragraph, under the inſpection of a pro- 


feſſional Gentleman perſonally unknown to 
me: at whoſe ſuggeſtion ſuch alterations 


were adopted, as rendered it unexceptionable 


to his judgement, even in theſe times of 


terror and perſecution. In truth, the Liberty 
F the fireſs, as to all political ſubjects in 


| hoſtility with the meaſures of the preſent 


edmimiſiration, is completely extinguiſhed in 


The third edition of my „ was - 
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| TW | 
this country, unleſs your verdict ſhould call 
it into new exiſtence: and it is a fad, that 
no bookſeller will now engage in publications 
of ſuch. deſcription. The friends, indeed, 
and aſſociates, and penſionaries of the Mi- 


niſter are left at their free diſpoſal to diſperſe 


in their Anti-jacobin Magazine all thoſe 
atrocities of defamation, which are ſympa- 


thetically- congenial to the diſpoſitions of 


men, or rather ffends in the ſhape of men, 
who riot in luxuriance of carnage (a), and 
miniſter to Mo Loca, their beſt and greateſt 
Deity, in copious libations of HUMAN 
BLooD. But I ſhould have forborne even 
an alluſion to the torrents of falſehood and 
ſcurrility which have been emptied on my 
head, ſince. the commencement of theſe pro- 
ſecutions, from the plaſh of that filthy. pub- 
lication, did it not evince a want of conſiſt- 
ency and candour in this faction and thoſe 
proſecutions, demonſtrative of obduracy to 
all liberal and virtuous ſenſation. Theſe 


dark aſſaſſins have my full permiſſion to 


the moſt licentious indulgence of their ap- 


a * (a) Satia te ſanguine, quem fitiſti, | cujusque inſatiabilis 


emper fujſti, Juſtin. i. 8. 


A 
| 
| 
| 
; 
. | 


666) 


petite (a) for calumnies, which are known to 
me merely from the report of others, and are 
incapable of diſturbing my repoſe. Should 


the cenſure be juſt, it is my duty to amend 
my conduct, not to blame, or wiſh to puniſh 


in any wiſe, my cenſurers: if malicious, the 
diſgrace redounds upon themſelves. To all, 
J ſay, but theſe humane, pacific, conſtitutional 
libellers in ſupport of miniſterial cruſaders, 
the preſs is actually become impracticable: ſo 
that an attempt to puniſh ne, (diſtin from 
that ruffian ferocity, which characteriſes all 
perſecution of this nature) when even no 
ſtate utility can be propoſed from it, is the 
pure DIABOLICAL REVENGE of ſelf· con- 
demning wickedneſs. . 
Conſider alſo, Gentlemen! how afflictive 
this proſecution has been already. More 
than twelve months have elapſed now, ſince 
theſe proceedings were begun. Ye will be 
ſenſible -(for the habitual inhumanities of 


office have not hardened jour hearts to ſtone) | 
of the alarms which have agitated my family 


and friends, unaccuſtomed to theſe operations 
of brutal ſavageneſs, through ſo long a period; 


(s) Uſque ad delicias yotorum. Juv, 2. 291. 
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particularly females, mother, wife, and daugh- 
ters; who view the black apparatus and grim 
practitioners of judicial tyranny with ſenti- 
ments of horror diſproportionate to the real 
terror of the objects, as preſented to the leſs 
confuſed contemplation of manly ſouls. My 
humane perſecuter, a man of academical 
education, a tutor forſooth! of an Oxford 
college, humaniſed by letters and philoſo- 
phy (a), a father of a family, renowned for 
his prodigal appeals to ſenſibility of feeling, 
his pious. ejaculations, his ſolemn invocations 
of the Supreme Being to an audacious exceſs - 
of moſt diſguſting and profane familiarity (6) ; 
this man, I ſay, has behaved to me and mine 
with the gracious long-ſuffering of the Cyclops 
Polyphemus in Homer's Odyſſey; who pro- 
9 miſed, in the plenitude of indulgent bounty, to 
Y | DEvouR Ulyſſes THE LAST of his com- 
Z panions (c). He has behaved to me and mine 


3 a 
os * 

oy. a 

1 2 7 


ingenuas didicifſe fideliter artes 
Emolli mores, nec ſinit eſſe feros, 
7% 75 Ovid. ex Pont. ii. 9. 47. 
(5) This paragraph was obſerved by the ſpectators to daſh 
Sir John beyond any other part of the defence: and I have 
no doubt but he will mend his manners for the future. 
(c) OuTiy 870 TvuaTH) fJopas era ig brae⁴%, I. 35g. 
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with the dark fraudulency of Tiberius, as 
depicted by the philoſophical hiſtorian: that 
' monſter of fell diflimulation uſed to © treaſure 


„ up his enmities for future opportunity, that 

% he might bring them from the ſtore-houſe 

5 <« of his reſentment envenomed with ad- 

: * ditional malignity (@).”—He has behaved 

to me and mine with the deliberate cruelties 

of Caligula; who commanded his miſcreant 

executioners not to kill their victims at once, 

but by gentle and refieated firokes, that © they 
« might FEEL the lingering tortures of di- 
« ſolution (5). Conſider alſo the enormous 
expences of theſe proſecutions, inconceivable 1 
to thoſe unexerciſed in ſuch odious rencoun- E 
ters, and of comparative infignificance to the 7 
| wealthy, but moſt oppreſſive to men like me. . 
| One ſpecimen of that unco/tly juſtice, which ] f 
| * ſatiriſe in my pamphlet, was gloriouſly 4 
| exemplified in my very information. Some 
, ; court, or ſome office, of ſome denomination = 
f | = extorted /ix guineas for a copy of the charge * 
| againſt me: ſo precious, ſo dearly purchaſe- E. 
able, are the favours of this indul gent gentle- A 
(a) Tacit. annal. i.6g, (5 Sueton, Calig, ſet, 39, 
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man (@)! In ſhort, if I were in reality that 
miſchievous perſon of the information, my 
penalties of mind, body, and eſtate, (which 
are not half exhauſted even on a propitious 
iſſue of this - trial,a' mere beginning of ſor- 
rows (b),) my penalties, I fay, from a grievous 
interruption of my ſtudies, to me an irrepa- 
rable injury, the enormous expences of the 
law, and the diſtractions of my family and 


relatives; theſe penalties ſurely preponderate 
above the. miſtake, into which I may poſſibly 
have fallen from a perverfity of purpoſe or 
opinion. But are ye aware what I may 


endure hereafter, an excluſion for years from 
all interview, except through iron gates, with 


friends and kindred, if ye leave me to the 


tender mercies of my exaſperated perſecuters? 


Should I eſcape the extreme ſeverities of their 


rage and rancour, reſerved for libellers, that 


is, reprovers of their crimes, no obligations 
will be: due to the tenderneſs of their ſen- 


ſations, or any heſitating indiſpoſition to 
(a) 8 — . 
Dona privs. Dixit WRT intorſit in hoſtem. 
En. R. 881. 


(5) Matt. xxiv. 8. 
w- ook F 2 
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| ferocity 1 but ſimply to an apprehenſion of 
that infamy, which ſuch ſeverities might 


bring upon them/elves, and poſſibly to ſome 


latent fear of a ſad viciſſitude, whilſt their 
ears are daily ſtunned with the hideous craſh 


of ancient governments thrown proſtrate by | 


the arm of violence in horrible and irre- 
trievable deſtruction round them. I ſhall 
only add, Gentlemen] on this unwelcome 
and ſhocking ſubje&, that an actual know- 
ledge for a long time paſt of their conduct at 
the Bridewell in Cold Bath Fields, under the 
tuiton: of the Reverend SAMUEL GLASSE, 


D. D.! ]] from the moſt ſatisfactory infor- 


mation of the parties and my own OCULAR 
INSPECTION, no Aear/ays and reſorts, con- 
ſtrain me to exclaim in the dying words of 
Jacob to his ſons, Simeon and Levi: Curſed 
be their anger, far it is * and their wrath, 


fer it is cruel (a). i 
We live, Gentlemen! in WP midſt of 


| perturbations and ſuſpicions, moſt ſingular | 


and unexampled. Former days in other 
countries and in theſe reſpects were far better 
than our own. Ariſtotle, in his book on 


— 
* 
1 


1729 
lolitics, makes no ſecret of a predilection for 
refublican government, in competition with 
monarchical; not apprehenſive, that Alexander, 
like the unbookiſh bigots who are moleſting 
me, would take offence at the ſpeculations of 
his preceptor; nor have I read in the monu- 
ments of Attic genius, that the Macedonian 
Attorney-General filed an information of ſcur- 
rility and lies againſt the philoſopher of 
Stagira. Nay, even the reign of our ſecond | 
Charles was more liberal than this. Joan 
M1LToN, an angel of Eloquence, a prophet 
of Liberty, and a ſaint in Life, after a bold 
apology for the father's murderers, and the 
| bittereſt invectives againſt kings and kingly 
government, was generouſly permitted by the 
unreſentful ſon to cloſe the evening of his 
days in the calm ſun-ſhine of peace and 
glory. | 8 Ne 
Gentlemen! I have demeaned myſelf 
through life from deliberate principle by the 
ſtandard of the Scriptures, the perpetual ſub- 
ject of my ſtudies, as uniformly and punc- 
tually as moſt men. I have ſo demeaned my- 
ſelf in the tranſaction, which now awaits 
your verdict. Grant, that 1 be deluded in 
Wo 


* 


(m2) 


my judgement, and miſtaken in my purpoſe; 


theſe perſecutions are not the proper methods 
of enforcing truth, or refuting error, or re- 
forming manners. I contemplate with a mix- 
ture of indignation and ſorrow, of compaſ- 
ſion and abhorrence, that unhappy creature, 


who delights in tormenting his fellow-men 


for the operations of intelle& and the free 


communication of opinion: a practice, not 


leſs ignorant and irrational, than intolerant 


and unchriſtian. I look down upon ſuch a 


man, be his ſtation what it will, with ſenti- 
ments of inexpreſſible ſuperiority; as a civi- 
| liſed being, as a votary of letters, as a diſciple 
of UNIVERSAL LOVE, looks down on a 
perverter of Religion, a muſeleſs worldling, 
and a ſtranger to humanity (a). 

Gentlemen! ye may live long, ye may be 
concerned hereafter in many tranſactions of 
importance; but ye never can be implicated 
as ye are this moment. Reſpect not my ſafety 
or convenience, but the liberties and happi- 
neſs of your countrymen, your own probity, 


{a) Such brutiſh and violent men are only the more per» 
tinacious for being told of their faults, | 
| Jortia's Eraſmus, i 


18 1) 
and the approbation of your conſciences. 
Suffer not the preſent impreſſion to be diſ- 
ſipated from your minds by ſophiſtry and 
calumnies, which I could eaſily refute, when 
unjuſtly compelled to be filent. Conſider, 


decaying nature will be cheared and brightened 
and ſupported by congratulating yourſelves 


table-judgement, in conſigning ſuch an one 


= the gloomy horrors of a priſon. For myſelf, 


I tell you freely, no ſentence of this court, 
odr any other terreſtrial tribunal, no malice of 
aan illiberal accuſer, with all his opportunities 


= - and propenſities of injuſtice and oppreſſion, 


> no perſecutions, no fines, no impriſonments, 
> Afſhall tear from my breaſt the glorious con- 
ſolations of this day; the glory of reſiſting 


irreligion, venality, and murder, at the hazard 
of all perſonal convenience, with reſolution 
unſhaken and integrity unſeduced. I could 


placency and exultation, even to the ſcaffold, 
in the cauſe of Humanity and Goſſ el, of 
civil Freedom, and it's aſſociate, civil happi- 


1 

A 

* 
A 
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whether your hours of ſolitude and darkneſs and 


on your equity, your tenderneſs, your chari- 


as me to the inexorable cruelties of law and 


RN and expoling a ſyſtem, as I eſteem it, of 


go out, I truſt, from this court, with com- 
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neſs, in oppoſition to all the malignity of 
their mercenary and depraved adverſaries: ſo 
that the worſt, which can befall ne, will 
come upon a foul prepared to endure and 
triumph (a). But, for you, the alternative is 
pre-eminently formidable; and will affect 
your comforts beyond the horizon of Time 
and Place, beyond the precincts of this ſhort 
exiſtence, through a boundleſs ſucceſſion of 
eternal ages. If ye condemn me, with a 
fhadow of uncertainty upon your minds, with 
2 ſingle ſtep on this fide an indubitable con- 
viction of my guilt, ſuch condemnation pre- 
cludes all forgiveneſs of your own great and 
manifold offences; a forgiveneſs, which ye ſup- 
plicate at the throne of SupERNAL MER V, 
by that meaſure, which ye have meaſured to 
your brethren (5): but to pronounce againſt 
me, when J am clearly innocent, no malicious, 
ſeditious, and zdl-diſioſed herſon, as ſtated in the 
information, were a fin of tranſcendent hein- 
ouſneſs; and, whether committed by you, the 


{a) : - ps Mie ulla laborum, 


O! virgo, nova m? facies inopinave ſurgit : 
Omuia præcepi, atque animo mecum ante peregi. 
| | En. vi. 103. 


2 Matt, vi. 12, 14, 15. 


„„ 
umſires of this cauſe, by im, my ſ[odious 
and obdurate] froſecuter, or by my advocate, 
the Judge upon the bench,—will not finally 
paſs unpuniſhed by that omnipotent Aven- 
ger (a) of iniquity, who is no reſſiecter of 
ſierſons (b), and rewardeth every man according 
to his work (c) 


(a) Rom. Xi. 19. 2 Theſſ. iv. 6. 
(3) Acts, x. 34, () Matt, xvi. 27, 


676 


A e e . 


Hackney, February 23d. 1799. 


WHEN my trial was notified for decifion 
during the ſittings after laſt term, I wrote to the 
Duke of Grafton, the Biſhops of Glouceſter, 
Lincoln, and Norwich, the Dean of Ely, 
George Hibbert, Eſq. and Mr. Vince, to 
requeſt of them a general atteſtation to the 
zntegrity and ſincerity of my manners; as a 
meaſure which might be eſſentially contribu- 
tive to my acquittal, and perhaps ſave me 
from a rigorous impriſonment. The follow- 
ing is the Duke of Grafton's letter; which, 
I am perſuaded, he will not be diſpleaſed with 
me for preſenting to the reader, as a teſtimo- 
nial very honourable to me, and, I hope, not 
diſgraceful to himſelf, | 


1 
* Rev. Sir, Euſton, Feb. 2, 1799. 


I Am rendered, by a moiſt irkſome diſorder, 
„ which has not allowed me to ſtir out of the 
« houſe, except for air and a little exerciſe, 
for many months paſt, totally incapable of 
% appearing any where in public. This will 
« deprive me of the ſatisfaction I ſhould other- 
* wiſe have had in giving my perſonal teſti- 
© mony of that conſideration, in which I hold 
« your character, eſteeming you for that 
integrity, conſcientiouſneſs, and ſincerity, 
& which direct you in all your actions; and 
« which add much luſtre to your learned labors 
« inthe cauſt of virtue and religion 
« The ſame grievous complaint, which diſ- 
« ables me from being preſent at the trial, 
« rendered me unfit to attend my duty laſt 
« ſeſſion in parliament; and, I fear, will like- 
« wiſe prevent me this year from the diſcharge 
of that as well as other functions. 
„J am, Rev. Sir, 
«© With fincere regard and eſteem, 
« Your faithful and obedient fervant. 


« GRAFTON.” 


„ To the Rev. Gilbert Wakefield, 
« Mare-Street, tiackney.” 


cm) 


Though my acquaintance with the Biſhop 
of Glouceſter had been longer ſuſpended than 
with the reſt, and my communication with 
him, ſince I left college, had been continued 
only by the mutual exchange of two letters 
many years ago, he returned à very polite 
anſwer to my requeſt ; and, whatever inſuf- 
ficiency Imay impute to his excuſe, he has 
not forfeited that opinion of beneyolence and 
liberality, which I have ever annexed to his 
character. To the Biſhop of Lincoln's letter I 
requeſt the particular attention of the reader, 
and his compariſon of it with the ſubjoined 
extracts of former letters. 


& SIR, 


J Received your letter this morning, and 
« according to your deſire I take the earlieſt 
„opportunity of anſwering it. That I once 
< thought well of you, and that I felt a real 
<« regard for you, I ſhall ever be ready to de- 
« clare; but I muſt beg to call to your recol- 
election, that my acquaintance with you was 
« prior to ANY of your writings upon religion 
e or politics. For theſe laſt TWENTY YEARS 
I have known you only by your publica- 
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tions; and it is with pain I ſay, that thoſe 
„publications would not allow me to ſpeak 
« favorably of your intention and diſpoſition. 
I ſincerely lament the change of my opinion; 
but I think it right to ſtate to you without 
<< reſerve, that in my judgement the declaration 
of my preſent ſentiments concerning you 
«© would be injurious rather than uſeful to vou 
< upon your trial. 
J am, SIR, | 
„ Your obedient Servant, 


« G. LINCOLN.” 
« Buckden Palace, 
January 31ſt, 1799.” 


„Rev. Gilbert Wakefield, 
“ Hackney.” 


« DEAR SIR, 


THE expectation of being _ very ſoon 
« to call upon you at Richmond has con- 
« ſtantly prevented my anſwering your letter. 
„Iwill not however any longer delay to aſſure 
you that it will give me real pleaſure if 1 
have an opportunity to recommend any 


< pupils to your care. I am thoroughly ſatis- 
« fied that you. will do them the me ample 
e juſtice. 

% Believe me to be, 


« DE AR SIR, 
211408 OO moſt Faithful friend, 


| « (5. PRETYMAN. 5 
3 Downing -Street, 


Auguſt 11, 1784. 
« The Rev. Gilbert Wakefield, 


Richmond, 
* Surrey.” 


«© DEAR ITY 


«FJ Received the favor af your letter, and 
« beg leave to expreſs to you my ſincere ac- 
« knowledgements for your kind congratula- 
« tions: they were truly acceptable to me, as 
„coming from a perſon whom 1 reſpect as 
4 well for the qualities of his heart as for his 
= literary attainments. I ſhall be very glad 
to give you an opportunity of judging 
<« whether difference of {ituation has cauſed 
in me any difference of behaviour; if any 
thing ſhould bring you to town, or into my 
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*« neighbourhood in the country, I hope you 
„will not forget your old Cambridge ac- 
te quaintance. Mr. Pitt has, I believe, felt no 
„ ſmall pleaſure in giving this ſubſtantial teſti- 
4 mony of his friendſhip and good opinion of 
me. If I know my own heart, the greateſt 
« ſatisfaCtion which I derive from my preſent 
« ſituation, ariſes from the reflexion that I owe 
< it to the man whom I moſt love and admire; 
I may add, whom I really believe to be the 
“ greateſt and moſt amiable character I ever 
&« knew or heard of. —You ſce I write to you 
« as an old friend. 

a Believe me with great truth and reſpe&, 
| « Dear Sir, 

« Your ſincere friend and obedient ſervant, 

| G. ann 9 

10 Great George-Street, | 

« March 2, 1787.” 


„ The Rev. Gilbert Wakefield, 
„Nottingham.“ 


« Dear SIX, 
J Received the favour of your letter this 
morning, and am very glad that you have 


„ 
ec given me an opportunity of explaining my 
& behaviour, which muſt 11 very 28 
to you. „ | 
" "ER Encerel hope that T may bb more for- 
« tunate upon any future occaſion of the ſame 
« ſort: if any thing ſhould bring you to Buck- 
den, or to town, I ſhall be truly glad to oe 
% you. © | | 
4 ͤ thank you very much for your new 
« edition of Virgil's Georgics; I am going to- 
„Wards the ſea in a few days, and ſhall take 
„it with me. I am very glad that you have 
« leiſure, and retain inclination, for ſuch pur- 
« fuits. I have to regret, that my time is al- 
„ moſt wholly occupied by e 5 7 my 
10 ſituation. 
_ « Believe me with great regard, 
| « Dear Sir, 
60 Your faithful friend and obedient ſervant, 
« G. n Bs 
* Buckden Palace, 


&« July 22nd, 1788. a> 


= Rev. Gilbert Wakefield, > £30 
Nottingham.“ ES I 


"= 
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Lymington, July 21ſt, 176g 
«© DEAR SIR, 


2 YouR . found me at this place, and 
« ſhould have taken an earlier opportunity 
« of acknowledging it, if I could have an- 
« ſwered it in a manner more conformable to 
my wiſhes and feelings. 
] flatter myſelf that you will not ſuſpect 
that any alteration has taken place in that 
& reſpect and friendſhip which I always pro- 
« feſſed for you. Be aſſured that it will give 
me moſt ſincere pleaſure, if, contrary to my 
&« expectations, I ſhould ever have it in my 
+ power to promote your wiſhes. 
| ] am, dear Sir, 
no Your very faithful friend and 
| :- 708 obedient ſervant, 


« G. LINCOLN.” 


The Rev. Mr. Wakefield, 
Nottingham.“ 


In addition to theſe letters, it has been ſig- 

nified to me, ſince I came to Hackney, ſeveral 

times within theſe laſt even years, through 
intermediate acquaintances and relations, that 


G 2 


$ 


( 34 ) 


the Biſhop would be gratified by ſeeing me at 
the Deanery in London; and his particular 
compliments were conveyed to me by a re- 
lation on a viſit to him in town, a former 
pupil of mine, who came immediately from 
St Paul's to my houſe at Hackney. It muſt 
be noted alſo, that my moſt obnoxious and - 
obſervable religious publications, my Com- 
mentary on St. Matthew, and Enquiry into the 
early Chriſtian Mriters, made their appearance 
in 1782 and 1784. What ſort of teſtimony 
my old friend Pretyman could have given to 
my ſincerity and integrity, I wilt not take upon 
me to affirm : but certainly I have enabled all 
men io diſcover what he has given to His 
or. The ſame remark is unhappily ap- 
plicable to the following letters from the 
Biſhop of Norwich; and with moſt ſincere 
ſorrow of heart have I experienced on this 
occaſion the melancholy operations of ſecu- 
larity -and ambition in corrupting ſuch an 
_ affable, unaffected, and intelligent man as 
Dr. Pretyman, and a perſon of manners ſo 

truly polite and amiable and engaging as Dr. 
Sutton. How ſhould I have exulted on their 
account, as well as my own, if they had not 
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abandoned me in an extremity, which would 
have done ſo much honour to that diſintereſted 
teſtimony inmy favour, ſoreaſonably expected 
from them; ſo much honour to their friend- 
ſhip and humanity ! 


6 Norwich, Feb. 3, 1799. 
cc Sir, 


«© Y OUR letter of the 29th ult. reached me 
1 yeſterday, but, becauſe of the intemperance 
cc of the weather, too late to be anſwered by 
c that night's poſt. 

The nature and extent of that evidence 

* which I ſhall be competent to give, if called 
« upon in a court of juſtice, reſpeCting your. 
* charaCter for veracity and integrity, you are 
as able to eſtimate as Jam. The intercourſe 
e that ſubſiſted between us, was at no time of 
« that intimate nature that ſhould entitle me 
« to ſpeak, of my own knowledge, to either. 
] reſpected, and reſpect you as a ſcholar: 
* and of the teſt of your character I KNew 
3 e 
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ce and know nothing, dut in common with 
e the public. 
%] have the honour to o be. 
= Sir, | Fond | 

„ Your faithful humble ſervant, 
: BS foo NORWICH. wy 

« Mr. Gilbert Wakefield, 

7 ® Hackney.” | 


2 


«© My DEA Sin, 


” AMONG the many letters of eongratu- 
« Jation on my late advancement; none has 
« given me 2 pleaſure than that which 1 
« have this moment received from you. The 
ce favorable teſtimony of an on ACQUAINT= 
* ANCE, anda man of great learning, cannot 
« but be highly flattering to me. If buſineſs 
„ ſhould at any time bring you to London, 
« I hope you will give me an opportunity of 
* ſhaking hands with you in Wimpole ſtreet. 
From, MY DEAR SIR, 
 & YOUR SINCERE FRIEND, 
— 5 and faithful humble Servant, , 
od 92 NORWICH. ” 
60 April the 6th, 1792.“ | 


6 The Rev. Gilbert Wakefield, 
5 Hackney.” 


n 


a rom Dr. Pearce, Maſter . of ** Col. 
* Cambridge, and Dean of Ely, I received 
a very ſhort aud n * 5 


« Sir, 


&« AST have nothing to ſay, that can FE of 
* any ſervice to you on your trial, I hope you 
<« will not give me the trouble of appearing 
** on the occaſion. | 
«IT am, Sir, 
« Your moſt obedient Servant, 
5 « W. PEARCE.” 
<« Jeſus Coll. | = 
„Jan. 3r, 1799.” | 
The Rev. Mr. Wakefield, 
ung 


This man, when he was Maſter of the 
Temple, ſome time, to the beſt of my recol- 
leftion, between the years 1792 and 1795, 
was coming along the Strand on horſeback, 
when he ſaw me in the foot-path, and imme- 
diately ſtopt to ſalute me. Hah! Wake- 
field! How do you do? I am glad to fee 
you: cried he, with all the familiar air and 

accent of ancient cordiality. Since this in- 


G 4 


c 1 Py 2 
— 7 


„ 


terview I have met him in the ſtreets of 
London, and he has manifeſted no unwilling- 
neſs to theſe hearty ſalutations, as before; 
but, as I had underſtood his behaviour in Mr. 
Frend's perſecution to be very reprehenſible, I 
thought the Dr. unworthy of my further 
notices ; and therefore paſt him ſpontaneouſly 
without ſalutation and regard. A man muſt 
poſſeſs ſomething more than titles and pre- 
ferments to deſerve my friendſhip, 
As for Dr. Rennell, the bluff! the bluſter- 
ing! the pedantic ! what ſhall I ſay of him? - 
T. Tpwroy, T1 Cemeira, T1. 0vaTarov, xararc;w; 
We were very intimate at College, and he 
has never failed at all times ſince to expreſs 
his eſteem and friendſhip for me, both directly 
to myſelf, and to many reſpectable people in 
my abſence. About a month ago I met him 
at Mr. White's, the - bookſeller; recruiting 
his exhauſted ſpirits by literary converſation 
with an ingenious, learned, and amiable 


clergyman, Mr. Henley of Rendleſham, after 
the very laborious and unceaſing duties of 


catechizing the poor, and viſiting - the ſick, 


and inſtructing the ignorant, and warning 
the licentious, and firing the warlike, and 
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convicting the infidel, in his joint eccleſia- 
ſtical cures of St. Magnus on London Bridge, 
and the Maſterſhip of the Temple. Kai 705 
raura Tis eaves ; And who is ſufficient for theſe 
things? I,“ ſays Dr. Rennell; “ and for 
much greater things than theſe, if my ad- 

* orable' patron, the HEAVEN-BORN DUEL- 
„LIST, will mercifully confider me in the 
« gracious diſpenſations of his bounties.” I 
went home with him on his earneſt invitation, 
and dined at his houſe in the Temple. Before 
dinner, I mentioned my approaching trial, 
| and my intention to ſummon him as witneſs 
to my fincerity ; as witneſs to one not likely 
to give a falſe account of his views and 
incentions to the jury, Repreſent to yourſelf, 
reader] my ſurpriſe. and horrour, when he 
inſinuated a miſtruſt of my veracity on a 
ſubject, which I affected with ſo much ear- 
neſtneſs as that of politics! J marvelled 
with my mind, how he could ſo long have 
profeſſed an eſteem and friendſhip for a perſon, 
who was deemed by him capable of aſſerting 
himſelf to cel, what he did not feel, and to 
think, what he did not think. However, as I 
never yet heard friend or foe ſpeak of him, 
but as a man actuated on religious and poli- 
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tical ſubjects by a violence ſcarcely diſtin 


| n from perfect frenzy, 


Cum furor haud dubius, cum fit manifeſta phreneſis; 


I am furniſhed by himſelf with a criterion of 


his credibility on any point connected with 


| his intereſt in theſe reſpects; and therefore, by 


way of comment, ſhall only ſubjoin the 
following paſſage from a late ſermon by this 
gentleman, as a characteriſtical definition of 
Azs principles; as a ſpecimen of his diſintereſted 


Emiliciiy and godly fincerity in the Goſpel, 


among the foremoſt of thoſe pious and loyal 
clergymen, * 


Who, ſtill obedient to their maker's nod, 
© Apors their ſovereigy, and KESPLCT their God (a). 


The Doctor, in his ſermon before the Houſe 
of Commons, Nov. 29th, 1798. p. 18. ſpeak- 


ing of his Majeſty, George the Third, calls 
' him ©. a Sovereign, who reigns BEYOND 


«© EXAMPLE, I believe, in the hearts of 
« his people; to whom the language of 
& the ſacred Scriptures may WITHOUT 


* EXAGGERATION be applied: LIKE UNTo 


% HIM THERE WAS NO KING BEFORE + 


( ———ujuidare paratus, 
Si bene ructavit, ſi rectum minxit.—. Fpv, ili. 106. 


1 


< HIM, that (in an age of decay and apoſtaſy) 
« turned to the Lord with all his foul and 
6 with all his LOR, — to the oy of 


| "The 3 * will, 1 not be 
diſpleaſed with the following dilatation and 
illuſtration of this philoſophical, ſober, and . 
diſintereſted ſentiment: - R 


| Gloria concedat Salomonis, gloria Cyri ; 
Concedant veterum nomina magna virũm. 
Tu quoque concedas, rex optime ! dixeris unam 
Qui vacuam officiis diſperiiſse diem. 
Nec tuus, Aureli! totiens celebratus, ob ora 
Jam bene dedoctis gentibus ibit honos. 
Prægravat Alfredi nomen novus editus orbi 
Fulgor, ut exoriens obruit aſtra dies. 
Heroum virtus, ſapientia, fama, priorum 
SGaurgite Lethez contumulantur aquæ: 
Cunctas cunctorum laudes una undique regum 
Complexa eſt proprio terra Britanna ſinu! 


. 
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Copy of a letter, which I wrote to the 
. eee when Mr. Cuthell was 
indicted. | | 

„ Hackney, Feb. 26, 1798. 


6 SIR, 


« UNDER no ſolicitude about the legal 
e conſequences of any action, when Huma- | 
* nity and Juſtice are concerned, and confiding 
in your candid conſtruction of this appli- 
% cation, I take the liberty of addreſſing you 
ein behalf of my bookſeller, Mr. Cuthell. 

« ] have uniformly truſted, Sir! in four 
ce conſiderations, as ſufficient to reſcue my 
“ writings from a charge of ſeditious purpoſe, 


| jn connection at the ſame time with a deſire 


„of employing no expreſſions ſpecifically ob- 


«© noxious to the vengeance of the law: 


« 1. An abjuration of every ſpecies of 
c force and violence in the adminiftration of 
* human things, and a fincere with that the 
*« denunciation of the Goſpel, G they, Who 
„take up the ſword, ſhall periſh by the 
„ ſword,” might be inſtantly inflicted on every 


„man who wore an inſtrument of death. 


« For ſurely governments have not much to 
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« apprehend from one, whoſe moſt — 55 
% weapons are reaſon and perſuaſion! 

. The paſſive operation of a ſale with 
% my regular publiſher, diveſted of all con- 
% nection with thoſe bookſellers, who have 
e been more particularly diſtinguiſhed for 
60 diſperſing what are called ſeditious publi- 


=. cations. 


66:4; ftyle of printing, nal calenlatedito 


« circulate among ſociety at large: i. e. a 
type and paper, never employed in writings, 


% whoſe object is univerſal diſtribution. 
« And 4. A mode of compoſition after my 
«© own ſcholaſtic humour, with an intermix- 


ture of claſſical quotations, certainly not 


« adapted to the capacities of the lower 
«© order, and making an appeal rather to well- 


« educated and enlarged underſtandings. 


_« Theſe arguments, I truſt, will not ap- 
« pear frivolous to any man; and by one 
« enlightened as you are, and accuſtomed to 
. develope motives from appearances, they 
« muſt be regarded, 1 . as of great 


«© weight. 
_« Beſides, Sir! you cannot but be ſcaſible, 


that a perſuaſion has been prevalent among 
+ bookſellers of their perfect ſecurity in 


KK 4 
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44 publiſhing, as long as an author either gave 


*« his name to the public, or was ready to 
4 produce himſelf. Surely, then, till this 
*« preſumption ſhall have been ſuperſeded by 


« ſpecific admonition or general practice, it 
is moſt infidious and cruel to ſingle out an 


« unſuſpecting victim for the ſacrifice: a moſt 
* harſh proceeding; at which Juſtice and 
Humanity muſt revolt. Mr. Cuthell in 

« particular is ſo far the moſt unoffending 
man alive. He not only has never pub- 


< liſhed any thing of this kind before, but, 1 


« believe, not any book of any kind what- 
, ever, one of my own excepted, in the 
* courſe of his whole life. Is it poſſible now 


4 that Sir John Scott can wiſh to be the inſtru- 


* ment of a heavy fine, a cruel and ruinous' 


* confinement, or any other ſevere puniſh- _ 
ment, to fo innoxious a man as this? 


« Sir! I ſhall not take up your valuable 
«c time much longer: but will you inform me 
« by what rules of right you would reſtrain 
« the moſt free and public diſcuffion of every 

« queſtion, civil and religious? It is in vain 
to anſwer, * By the laws: becauſe Truth 
« 7s antecedent and ſuperior to all municipal 


regulations. No: you have no alternative 
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but to ſet up /rivate opinion, (which is 


equally the claim of all other men) or to 
make fower the meaſure. of Truth and 
Juitice: which were the eſſence of tyranny 


and oppreflion. You believe in revelation. 


The ſame pleas, by which you are ha- 
raſſing Mr. Cuthell, would have led you to 
perſecute, impriſon, and crucify Chriſt 
and his apoſtles: for the tendency of 
their doctrines led unqueſtionably to a 
ſubverſion of the political and theolo- 


| gical inſtitutions of their country. Good 


governments, ſupremely powerful in the 
affections of their happy ſubjects, have 
nothing to fear from Truth and Reaſon, 
whoſe natural operacion is the welfare of 
the human race: ſtop ſhort but a ſingle ſtep 


of unreſtrained liberty in the inveſtigation 
6c 


of Truth, and it is impoſſible to fix any 
limit to every exceſs of the moſt deſpotical 
inhumanity. | 
1 am, Sir, 
„ Your obedient Servant, 


os DET WAKEFIELD. 5 
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To this letter no reader, whoſe oppor- 
tunities have furniſhed him with any know- 
ledge of theſe barbarians, will want to be 
informed, that 1 received no anſwer. 5 | 
I muſt add alſo, that ſeveral things occurred 
| on. theſe trials, for which the chief Juſtice 
deſerves impeachment, and Sir John Scott, 
degradation from his office, or diſmiſſion from 
his profeſſion. The former ſpake with diſ- 
reſpect and cenſure of Mr. Fox's libel-bill ; 
and was not repreſſed by any ſenſe of his 
| ſituation from reviling on the bench the laws 
of his country. He mentioned alſo to the 
juries what verdicts had been given on the 
pamphlet in former caſes; a meaſure, as it is 
obviouſly moſt improper, ſo, I underſtand, 
it is perfectly illegal. The Attorney-General 
bribed Cuthell's jury to their verdict, by hold- 
ing out an intention of little or no puniſh- | 
ment. | 
The inſtances of brutallity and ferocity in 
= on the circuits are innumerable: I 
ſhall mention but one, related to me by a moſt 
reſpectable gentleman at the time in court. 

A man was charged with a highway rob- 
| bery, and called' up for trial. He told the 
judge, that ſome witneſſes could prove him to 
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hast been at a diſtant place when the robbery 
was committed, but that they could not arrive 
before late at night, or early the next morn- 
ing. The Judge told him in great wrath, 
that he would poſtpone his trial for one hour, 
and no longer. The man told him, that ſuch 
delay could be of no ſervice; and that his trial 
might as well take place immediately. It 
was then deferred, on the expiration of that 
hour, for half an hour longer, with a ſimilar 
harſhneſs of addreſs from the Judge, and a 
reply, as before, from the man. He was 
tried accordingly at the end of that halt-hour, 
condemned, and executed, When he was 
carried from the bar, he told 
a firm and manly tone, the he ſhould now 
« appear before a judge, from whom he did 


„in 


6e not doubt of receiving more juſtice than he 
had received from Aim.“ What ſhould we 
think if ſuch a man attended with ſuper- 
ſtitious ſcruple all the external formalities 1 
religion!!! 


* rr 
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CV 
: To THE 
JUDGES, 


IN 


Taz COURT or KING'S BENCH, 


Ox ThuxspAx, APRIL 18, 1799. 


Wo to the inhabiters of the earth and of the ſea! for the 
D;zvir is come down unto you, having great wrath ; becauſe 
he Weh, that he hath but a SHORT TIME, 

. xil. 12. 


Texravias etiam fauces, alta oftia Ditis,. 
Et caligantem, nigrd formidine lucum, 
* Ingreſſus, Manisque adiit Regemque tremendum, 
Neſciaque 1 precibus manſueſtere cerda. 
Virg. geo. iv. 


M LoRps, 


| By a precipitate deciſion (a) [of twelve 


men] on the guilt of my intentions, without 


proof and againſt appearances, [a mode of 


arbitration condemned by Religion, deſpiſed 


(a) N.B. The parts, encloſed by brackets, were omitted 
in court, from compliance with the judgement of my frieads, 
or for the ſake of brevity. 


4 + 7 
by Reaſon, diſparaged (a) by a public. teſ- 
timony of the Aictorney- General, and not 
venerated by my/e/f,] ye are now empowered, 
with a privilege. of moſt awful reſponſibility, 
under which I had much rather be the /uf- 
ferer (6b), than the agent, to inflict punifhment 
on me for the ſuppoſed errors or perverſities 
of my underſtanding: an indignity, whoſe 
leaſt important conſequence to themſelves will 
be a brand of indelible diſgrace on my proſe- 
cuter and his employers. Now ſuch .puniſh- 
ment and ſuch offences, whatever the irra- 
tional and indiſtinct conceptions of rude 
antiquity may have ſanctioned by authority, 
preſcribed by records, and eſtabliſhed by 
precedent, are ſo eſſentially inapplicable to 
each other, that I may ſecurely challenge the 
whole aggregate of human intellect to point 
out the leaſt affinity between them. 
Repreſent to yourſelves the palpable diſtinc- 
tion between tranſactions of this nature, and 
a caſe of active violence or poſitive hoſtility. 


(a) See my defence, p. 60. 
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Have I injured another by aſſault upon his 
perſon, or depredation on his eſtate? Though 
I regard all corporal guniſiment as univerſally 
indefenſible in itſelf, becauſe infinitely perni- 
cious in it's effects, ſtill the reſtraint of con- 
finement becomes unqueſtionably a ſuitable 
expedient for the prevention of ſimilar miſ- 
chiefs from the ſame aggreſſor, till he be 
brought to a due ſenſe of his injuſtice, and 
prove the ſincerity of this conviction by ſuch 
demeanvur, as implies a radical reformation 
of his principles: otherwiſe, iniquity and 
confuſion from the unreſtrained intempe- 
rances of ſelfiſh and licentious men would 
ſweep away the floodgates of ſociety, and 
deſolate the comforts of civil life (a). But, 
with reſpect to opinions and exertions of in- 
tellect in written afyreals to the underſtandings 
of men, who call themſelves free, where 
actual violence is not only not exerted, but 
diſcouraged and condemned in explicit lan- 
guage; if the moſt ſhadowy pretence for 
perſonal incommodity of any kind can be 


(a) ou marlexoy Ot olg Movngg tire, 
AM evritaTler9”” ki de ten, T'avw uv , 98 
He 0 $12; Ane (ETAG TAPE og. Menander. 
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aſcertained by a rational manifeſtation of 
correſpondency between theſe objects, I will 
readily contribute my aſſenting ſuffrage to 
any puniſhment, which ſhall be appointed 
for me: if however the proof of ſuch con- 

nection tranſcend, as it certainly does tranſcend, 

all capacity of moral demonſtration (a), 1 

may be the /ufferer, but others muſt be the 

criminals; and criminals of no ordinary mag- 
nitude, | hh. 

In a pamphlet lately publiſhed, and which 
the uncertainty of rumour attributes to the 
pen of Dr. Glaſſe, in vindication of [the 

treatment adopted for the priſoners in] the 

Bridewell of Cold Bath Fields, a poſition to 
the following purport is propounded, as the 
baſis of the penal regulations in that place: 

« Puniſhment and reſtraint muſt be employed, 

« until the mind of- the priſoner is ſubdued ;** 

the preciſe meaning of which words cannot 
be collected ſo well from any accuracy of 

expreſſion in the maxim, as from the pre- 
valent conceptions on the ſubject of corrective 
puniſhment in general; but the fundamental 


(a) fallit pede regula varo, Perf. iy, 12, 
H 3 
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notion ſeems to be, © a ſuppoſition of meliora- 
tion to the diſpoſitions of an offender by a 
„ ſyſtem of ſeverity; an expectation, that 
“ repentance and reformation may be forced 
* on the mind through violence and rigour.“ 
Now it appears to me moſt indubitable from 
every principle of reaſon and every deduction 
of experience, that effects of a nature ex- 
tremely different muſt unavoidably take place 
from harſhneſs and auſterity: namely, ex- 
aſperation and obduracy on the part of a 
perſon thus treated; not without a gradual 
extinction,” in the puniſher, of all thoſe 
charities and ſenſibilities which alone redeem 
our natures from a degradation below the 
ſavageneſs of mere brutality. It may be the 
fond viſion of a deluded imagination, but I 
have always cheriſhed an opinion, that the 
very hypotheſis of a rational agent, un- 
amendable by benignity and compaſſion, and 
reclaimable by ſeverities alone to humanity 
and virtue, is the bittereſt ſatire on the 
wiſdom of Omnipotence; as the creator of 
the moſt ſottiſh and perverſe being in exiſt- 
ence: and, beyond all controverſy, if the 
religion of our gentle Maſter teach not his 
diſciples a moſt affectionate conſideration for 
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all their brethren of mankind, and eſpecially 
for thoſe, who have gone aſtray from the 
path of virtue (a), it teaches nothing; be- 
_ cauſe this love of our fellow-creatures is moſt 
peremptorily laid down by the favorite diſciple, 
as the only genuine atteſtation of our love for 
God himſelf (5); as the ſum and ſubſtance of 
all moral exellence: but vexatious and haraſſ- 
ing oppreſſion has never yet been deemed an 
ingredient in the compoſition of evangelical 
benevolence; nor can a ſingle ſyllable in ſup- 
port of ſuch uncompaſſionate perfuaſions 
be produced from the Chriſtian Scriptures. 
Were even a murderer committed to my 
cuſtody, I ſhould endeavour to impreſs upon 
his mind a deep ſenſation of the injuſtice and 
atrocity of his offence: I ſhould labour to 
convince him that [a temporary] excluſion 
from ſociety was indiſpenſable, not only for 
the good of the community, but for the 
prevention alſo of accumulated guilt upon 
his own head: yet I would addreſs him in the 

kind language of expoſtulation and rebuke: 
(a) ©* Count him not as an enemy, but admoniſh him ag 


% a Brother.“ 2 Theſſ. iii. 15. 
(5) 1 John, iv. 20, 21 
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„ 
J would regard him with generoſity and ten- 
derneſs: I would prove myſelf his friend by 
every exertion of ſympathetic attention in my 


power to his moſt calamitous condition: I 


would ſhew, that I /oved the man, though I 
abhorred his offence: if he were hungry, I 
would feed him; if he were thir/ly, I would 
give im drink (a): nor ſhould I deſpair of 
overcommg evil with good; of producing re- 
morſe unfeigned and ſubſtantial reformation, 
by this lenient and peaceful proceſs. Thus 
would my own benevolent affections be eſſen- 
tially improved, the great law of brotherly 
love, enacted in the Goſpel, fulfilled by a2 
juſt obedience; and a brand felucked from the 
fire (b) to repentance and ſalvation. - 

But preſent this ſubje& to your attention 


in another and a very intereſting attitude. 


All of us, I preſume, are ready to confeſs, 
that we have repeatedly violated our rule of 
life, the precepts of Chriſt, in oppoſition to 
the convictions of knowledge and the voice 


of conſcience. Now, can we diſcover a plan 


in the diſpenſations of divine government 20 
ſubdue our minds by frunifhment and reſtraint 


(a) Romans, Xii, 20, 21. (5) Jude, verſe 23, 


(105. 


into a ſenſe of religious duty? Or rather 
muſt we not perceive n unceaſing endeavour 
on the part of our heavenly Father to recover 
the affections of his children by indulgences 
and mercies; conformably to our beſt con- 
ceptions of a. placable and gracious being; 
by making his /n to rije on the evil and on the 
good, by ſending rain from heaven and fruitful 
ſeaſons, to gladden the hearts both of the V 
and unjuſt (a)? 

Did not the Saviour of the awvoakd aſtidu- 
ouſly cheriſh deluded ſinners (5) with pecu- 
liar commiſeration and moſt affeCtionate 
regard, as needing beyond all others the 
medicinal application of his reſtoring love to 
the maladies of their hearts and underſtand- 
ings? Now thoſe ſeverities and oppreſhons 
which the ligh and lafty one,” who inhabiteth 
eternity (e), does not practiſe on the reptile 
man, ſhall that reptile preſume to practiſe, 
under I know not what pretence of ſubduing 
forſooth to reformation, on a creature of the 
ſame feelings and infirmities with himſelf (d)? 


(a) Matt, v. 45. Adds, xiv. 17. Luke, xiii. 16. 
(5) Matt. ix. 10— 1g. (e) Iſaiah, lvii 15. 
(4) Ego homuncio hoe —facerem? Ter. Eun. ili. 5. 43. 
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But an adverſary, perhaps, will be forward 
with this objection: The opinions, main- 
*« tained and propagated by you, are calcu- 
< lated to create diſſatisfaction with the mea- 
<& ſures of government, and eventually to over- 
% throw our eſtabliſhments in. Church and 
State.“ My reply is this: If our conſtitu- 
tion be radically defective, nor intrinſically 
adapted to promote the moral and intellectual 
happineſs of the ſubject, the true end of 
civil inſtitutions; it is the duty, ye will all 
allow, of every man, a duty paramount and 
antecedent to any political connection, to 
point out thoſe deficiencies, and to labour 
their correction by every pacific operation in 
his power; I mean, by the rational procedure 
of argumentative perſuaſion unaccompanied 
by any ſpecies of violence and coercion: 
which are modes of reformation fit only for 
barbarians to employ on brutes: [and whether 
individuals exert themſelves, or not, the provi- 
dential Ruler of the univerſe will not fail, 
with his benevolent efforts for the meliora- 
tion of the world, either to reform, by 
methods ultimately efficacious, all pernicious 
and corrupted governments, or bring theſe 
governments and their corruptions to deſola- 


( 7] 
tion.] Again; if governors be conſcious to 
themſelves of their own rectitude and virtue; 


if their primary motive be a purely patriotic 
wiſh to advance the welfare of the governed 
without too partial a reſpect to their own in- 
tereſts and aggrandiſement; ſuch governors 
have no reaſon for folicitude from the calumnies 
of any factious writer, who has undertaken 
the hopeleſs taſk of arguing men out of their 
feelings and experiences, and of urging them 
to deſtroy thoſe ſalutary inſtitutions, which 
render them virtuous and proſperous and 
happy (a). No: pure and upright miniſters 
may ſafely deride the impotent malignity of 
their opponents. Abuſe and calumny, ſo far 
from endangering the condition of ſuch mi- 
niſters, will contribute to their reputation and 
ſecurity: as the miſt, which obſcures the 
horizontal ſun, forms gradually under his 
potent influence thoſe ſilver fleeces, that add 
new glories to his meridian reſplendency. 
The importunate croakings of rooks and 
ravens () cauſe no diſturbance or interruption 
to the king of birds, as © he fails with 


(a) Non civium ardor prava jubentium 
Mente quatit ſolida, 
(5) Pind. Ol. ii. 157. 


Hor. 


Ne 
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ſfupreme dominion through the fields” of 
æther. EO | | 
Or I might fay, that all human inftitutions 
muſt ever remain imperfe&, and ſuſceptible 
of improvement, from the very nature of 
their authors: that my efforts are exerted for 
the rectification of our political diſpoſitions 


by means altogether alien from perſecution, 


animoſity, and bloodſhed: and that a forceful 


moleſtation of ſuch attempts to reform what 


was originally defeCtive, and what Time the 
great deſtroyer, without occaſional inter- 
ference, muſt daily and hourly vitiate with 
clandeſtine ravages, is a crime much more 
heinous than the crime of ſedition in a ſtate; 
in proportion as a violation of inſtitutes. 
merely human falls ſhort in guilt of an oppoſi- 
tion to the divine purpoſe in the regulation 
of the univerſe. And in this caſe, where the, - 
competency of judgement in the contending 
parties may be reaſonably taken into the 
general account, the opinions of men, become 


unſtable by whirling in the giddy ſphere of 


mtereſt and ambition, may peradventure be 


juſtly deemed leſs reſpectable, than the ſober 


deciſions of thoſe, who ſtand aloof from 
ſuch perverting influences, and have diſcarded 
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the gorgeous and faſcinating idolatries of a 
lucrative Ambition for the ſimple and ſober 
worſhip of unendowed Philoſophy (a). ¶ At 
leaſt in other inſtances, in eſtimating, for 
example, the evidences of our Religion, an 
abſence from all temptation to miſrepreſent, 
to deceive and falſify, no apparent ſolicitation 
by inducements of honour or intereſt or 
ambition to beguile their own underſtandings, 
and miſlead the minds of others, has ever 
been, and ever will be, eſteemed by all diſ- 
_ paſſionate examiners, a moſt powerful pre- 
ſumption of veracity in the hiſtorical wit- 
neſſes of the Goſpel. ] 8 

But I will propoſe a caſe ſtriking and 
deciſive, with reference to my own: wherein, 
though the dignity of the reſpective characters 
will admit no compariſon, the tranſactions. 
themſelves come attended with every corre. 
ſpondency of circumſtance; and are indeed 
intrinſically the ſame. My example ſhall be 
taken from the conduct of the primitive 
Evangeliſts: and in the mean time, I cannot 
but premiſe a declaration of moſt proble- 


(a) 


— — 


Virtute me involvo, probamque 
Pauperiem fine dote quæro. Hor, od. wi. 29. 54. 
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matical aſtoniſhment; by what machinations 
of ſelf-impoſing ſophiſtry, we, who pride 
ourſelves on a veneration of Chriſtianity, and 
are ſo much engaged in Hearing, at leaſt, if 
not reading and meditating, the repoſitories of 
facred Truth, not only replete with rules of 
morality directed to the underſtanding, but 
with ſubſtantial occurrences adapted to daily 
practice (a); i cannot but marvel, I ſay, by 
what ſecret illuſion we reconcile our hearts 
to ſo total a diſregard in our conduct of theſe 
liuing oracles (b), as if they were no more 
than obſolete ſtatutes, or antiquated inſtitu- 
tions, ſuperſeded by the wiſe diſcoveries of a 
more illuminated zra; as if they were but a 
dead letter of neutral ſpeculation, not a ſpi- 
ritual energy, to be transfuſed into the life and 
converſation of believers. But unqueſtionably 
nominal profeſſors, and piradical contemners, 
of the Goſpel incur a criminality abundantly 
exceeding the guilt of any avowed irreligion 
or undiſguiſed atheiſm, fo petulantly, ſo un- 
diſtinguithingly, imputed to our neighbours, 


(a) Reſpicere exemplar vitæ morumque jubebo 
Doctum imitatorem, et veras hine dvcere voces. 
. Hor. art, pobt. 317. 
) Acts, vii. 38. 8 
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They may be truly audacious and irreverent; 
but wwe aggravate that audacity and irreverence 


by a moſt odious hypocriſy. 

With this introduction, they, who ſincerely 
venerate the Goſpel, will come properly pre- 
pared for my ſtatement. Propoſe to your 
diſpaſſionate attention that tranſaction in the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, where Peter and his 
brethren are ſummoned before a Council of 
Jewiſh magiſtrates to give an account of their 
conduct for preſuming to diſobey the injunc- 
tions of the Sanhedrim by executing their 
evangelical office in preaching to the people. 
Let us exhibit to our minds as accurately as 
we can the different apprehenſions and mo- 
tives of the accuſers_and the defendents in 
this example. The accuſers, men of learn- 
ing, diſtinction, and authority, but inatten- 
tive, as this deſcription of people are uni- 
formly repreſented in the Scriptures, to every 
object not immediately connected with their 
own emolument or power, probably knew 
nothing of the Apoſtles but from rumour, 
and the relation of thoſe, who had appre- 
hended them, in conſequence of what was 
deemed a tumultuary concourſe in the city. 
Common fame had ſtigmatized them as ſedi- 
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tious innovators, diſturbers of * public 
peace, enemies to Cæſar and to the civil and 
political conſtitution of their country. Under 
theſe impreſſions and appearances, will the 
hiſtory of mankind, [will the experienced 
and the recorded abſurdities of governments, ] 
allow us to wonder at the ſeverities exerciſed 
in various inſtances on theſe faithful followers 
of their divine Maſter; the ſeverities of bodily 
cCaſtigation and impriſonment? And in fact 
what was the tendency of thoſe doctrines, 
which the Apoſtles were commiſſioned to 
teach, with a woe (a) unto them, if they 
taught them not? Moſt undeniably an aboli- 
tion of the Moſaic ritual and it's appendages, 
with a demolition of the Jewiſh magiſtracies 
united, as every part of their conſtitution was, 
to the temple and it's ſervices; becauſe theſe 
unſubſtantial fadows of better things to come (b) 
could not fail to diſappear in proceſs of time 
| before the pure radiance of a ſyſtem, whoſe 
fundamental ſuppoſition is the equality of 

mankind, and whoſe grand principle an uni- 
verſal and undiſtinguiſhing benevolence, alive 
to the intereſt, and active in the ſervice, of 


(a) x Cor. ix. 16. | (5) Heb. x. 1. 
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the whole human race. Certainly then, if 
any men were ever chargeable with ſeditious 
acts and traitorous deſigns, theſe primitive 
preachers of the Goſpel were thoſe men: and, 
if ever magiſtrates were juſtifiable in puniſh- 
Ing mere encouragers of ſedition by word 
and writing, theſe Jewiſh magiſtrates appear 
ſanctioned by cuſtom and authoriſed by every 
pretext of political expediency in checking 
by rigorous interference [the dangerous at- 
tempts of] ſuch obſtinate [and innovating] 
votaries to enthuſiaſtic zeal. Yet I ſuppoſe. 
we are all, very ready to acknowledge the 
culpability of the Jewiſh rulers on theſe occa- 
ſions, and the laudable perſeverance of the 
Apoſtles in their purpoſe. But obſerve in 
one inſtance, where the ſimple fact is a tu- 
multuous aſſemblage in the city, and a pre- 
ſumption of miſchievous incitement to con- 
fuſion lies againſt Peter and his brethren; 
obſerve, J fay, in one inſtance, when they 
were examined for theſe appearances of 
outrage before the Sanhedrim, what was the 
_ reſult: a reſult, which all governors in every 
age, who profeſs any reverence for the 
Scriptures, are bound to reſpect and imitate, 
x 
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at their peril, in ſimilar examples of abs- 
tinence, on the fide of the arraigned party, 
from aCtual violence to the community. 
Whilſt the majority of the Judges were re- 
commending or approving the ſevereſt puniſh- 
ments, under the influence, I preſume, of the 
modern notion, that * Minds muſt be /ubducd 
e by rigour and oppreſſion to a love of virtue,” 
Gamaliel, one of their number, a man of learn- 
ing and diſtinguiſhed reputation, interpoſed 
with this plain and ſenſible advice: Refrain 
from theſe men, and LET THEM ALONE: Vor, 
"PF this counſel, or this work, be of men, it will 
come to nought; but, if it be of God, ye cannot 
overthrow it, left hafily ye be found even to fight 
againſt God (a). The Jewiſh magiſtrates, 
with fingular wiſdom and moderation, adopted 
this counſel. The Apoſtles were diſcharged, 
and left to their pacific employment of re- 
futing error and enforcing truth after their 
own diſcretion, without puniſhment or mo- 
leſtation. 5 | 

Now every propagator of an opinion, 
fraught with benevolence and inſtin&t with 
- univerſal happineſs, though he be the moſt 
inügnißtcant of all his * muſt be al- 


(a) Ads, v. 38 39 


( 15 ) 
lowed ſo far at leaſt in a ſimilar ſituation 
with the Apoſtle Peter and his aſſociates, 
And it will be acknowledged,' I truſt, that 
a belief in the ſinfulneſs of war among 
Chriſtian nations, for example, and in the 
efficacy of peace, as eſſential to the happineſs 
of the world, are opinions, not only inof- 
fenſive in themſelves, but extremely con- 
ſonant to the ſpirit of Chriſtianity. I go 
further; and make no ſcruple of declaring 
before men and angels, without any hoſtility 
to thoſe, who diſapprove my ſentiments (a), 
or any fear of their diſpleaſure, that real 
Chriſtianity, diveſted of theſe pacific diſpo- 
fitions and pacific practices, has no exiſtence, 
and can have no exiſtence, beyond an idle 
name and an unmeaning ceremonial, among 
men; and that all military operations are as 
inconſiſtent with ſuch a ſyſtem of peace and 
love, as light with darkneſs, as Chrift himſelf 
with Belial (b). This propenſity to war, 
and a reſtleſs incitement of other European 
Rates to it's horrid deeds by the miniſters of 


(a) De republic groviter guerens, de 1 nihil dixi. 
Cic. N 11, 2 


(3) 2 Cor. vi. 15. 


. 


E 
this country, in conjunction with the un- 
utterable enormities of our traffic in human 
fleſh, is that great offence, that monſtrous ex- 
hibition of gigantic wickedneſs, which MusT 
pour down the choiceſt phtals of divine wrath 
on a land of moſt pre-eminent blood-guiltineſs ; 
which muſt render our utter obliteration, as a 
ſovereign people, from the map of nations, a 
judgement of God, almoſt eſſential to the 
very preſervation and continuance of our 
ſpecies on earth. The accompliſhment of 
providential purpoſes comes not with obſerva- 
tion (a). Our ſtate: may ſeem to ſome as 
ſecure and proſperous as they could with : 
but of what avail are the magnificent battle- 
ments of a fabric, whoſe foundations reſt upon 
the ſand or are mouldering into duſt? The 
Babylonians, Samaritans, and inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem in former times, the Roman em- 
pire of Conſtantinople in a later period, the 
monarchies of France, Sardinia, and N aples 
of yeſterday, faid to themſelyes, as we ſay 
now, Peace and Safety (b); but ſudden and 
Irretrievable - deſtruction was at that very 
moment falling on their heads. Perhaps, 
even now the ſentence of fiery indignation. (c) 


(a) Luke, xvii. 20. (6) 1 Theſſ. v. 3. (e) Heb. x. 27. 
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is written down againſt 26 by the recording 
Angel in the regiſter of ſupernal venge- | 
ance, as a juſt retribution for our ferocious 
[and ſanguinary] principles; and that column 
of our empire, than which a fairer and 
more ſtately would not have towered among 
the political ſtructures of mankind (a), will 
be thrown down ſpeedily with extenſive and 
horrible convulſion, for a moſt awful me- 
morial of abuſed bleſſings, and opportunities 
miſemployed, to the future generations of 
mortality. NY 
Vis conſilii expers moleruit ſus: 
Vim temperatam Dii quoque provehunt 
In majus: iidem odere vires 
Omne nefas animo moventis (5). 

For myſelf (c), I regard the friend of war 
and ſlaughter as an epitome of all miſchief, as 
the true man of Sin (d), viſually exhibited in 
a human ſhape: and no conſiderations of 

(a) O! fortunate gentes, Saturnia regna, 

Antiqui Auſonii! quæ vos ſortuna quietos 


W ſuadetque ignota laceſſere bella? 
; En. xi. 2 52. 


(3) Hor. od. iii. 4. 6 
(c) An article on this ſubject ia my pamphlet was the 
. accuſation brought againſt me. 


(4) 2 Theſſ. ii. 3. 


1 


if 
| 
[ 
| 
1 
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worldly benefit, no ſuppoſed political advan- 
tages, ſhould ever prevail on me to lift up 


with deliberation a murderous hand againſt a 


fellow-creature of any charaCter or country ; 
nor will I prefer a temporary proſperity in the 
periſhable com..zunities of the earth to a fo- 


lity (a) ſecure and permanent in the heavenly 


Jeruſalem (O), in a city which hath foundations; 
whoſe contriver and builder is God (c). But 
theſe ſentiments are uninfected with the ſlight- 


| eſt antipathy to the fer/ons of thoſe who differ 


from me, or the moſt latent with of injury 
and revenge: unleſs it be injurious and 


revengeful to with them deprived of their 


ability to aggravate their guilt by repeated 
miſchiefs: unleſs it be injurious and revenge- 


ful to wiſh them at the leaſt diſtance poſſible 
from ſincere contrition and divine forgiveneſs. 


J ſubſcribe to the noble and philanthropic ſen- 


timent of the Roman orator: © Cavuſffa orta eſt 


belli,“ ſays he in an epiſtle to a friend (a): 


4 quid ego prætermiſi aut monitorum aut 
„ querelarum; cum vel iniquiſſimam pacem 


« juſtiſimo bello anteferrem ?” [And, as the 


ſituation, in which I am placed, has been 


(a) Philip. 1:1, 20. | (5) Heb. xii, 22. 
7) Heb, xi. 10. (4) Epiſt, ad famil. vi, 6. - 


— 
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allowed by the wiſeſt writers to excuſe ſome 
portion of ſelf-commendation, however irk- 
ſome at all times and in general unſeaſon- 
able it may be, I might appeal, in corro- 
boration of theſe poſitions, to thoſe who 
know me (and they are very numerous), 
whether my ſocial and familiar intercourſe be 
not as tranquil and unaſſuming, as ſtudiouſly 
attentive to the delicate ſenſibilities an- 
innocent accommodation of all, with whom 
I converſe, without malice, without aſperity, 
without arrogance, as perhaps thoſe of any 

perſon whatſoever of equal earneſtneſs in his 
opinions, and deciſion in his character.] How- 
ever, itis for yourſelves to determine, whether 
'ye will follow the moderate and humane 
counſels of Gamaliel, and let me alone; or 
imitate the fierceneſs of others in the Sanhe- 
drim by funihing me in frerſon and ęſtate; 
whether ye will purſue that conduct which 
is afroved, or that which is condemned, not 
by reaſon only, but by the revealed will of 
God: this, I ſay, is a point, in which your 
characters for conſiſtency and juſtice, . as 
CHRISTIAN magiſtrates, are moſt deeply and 
momentouſly involved: for I challenge any 


I 4 
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man to demonſtrate the inapplicability of the 
caſe, which I have ſtared, to the reſpective 
circumſtances of yourſelves and me at the 
preſent hour. To myſelf the alternative is 
comparatively moſt tranſitory and infigni- 
ficant. My feelings are exactly thoſe of the 
Pegan deity in Euripides, when he is threat- 
ened with bonds and impriſonment by the 
Theban king: a ſcene thus finely repre- 
ſented from the Greek tragedian by a Roman 
poet (a) in language doubtleſs more intelligible 
than his original to the r of this au- 


dience: | 
Vir bonus et ſapiens audebit dicere, Pentheu ! 
4% Rector Thebarum ! quid me perferre patique 
. ©. Indignum coges?” Adimam bona. © Nempe, pecus, rem, 
e Lectos, argentum. Tollas licet.”” In manicis et +8 
Compedibus ſævo te ſub cuſtode tenebo. 
«© Ipſe Deus, ſi mul atque volam, me ſolvet. 


Permit me now to requeſt your indulgence, 
whilſt I recall to your memories ſome exam- 
ples of true wiſdom and magnanimity in princes 
of ancient and modern times; which will at 
once illuſtrate and confirm a ſentiment in the 
former part of my addreſs, touching the 
ſecurity and unconcern of good governments 
at the cenſures of malicious, diſingenuous, 


(e] Hor. epiſt. i. 16. 74. Eur. Bacch. 497. 


Enn 

or miſtaken writers. And theſe examples of 
liberality and heroiſm, it may be obſerved, 
have commanded the applauſe and admiration, 
not-only of every reader, but of the hiſtorians, 
who have recorded them. | 

Philip the 2nd of Spain releaſt from priſon 
a man, whom the council of ſtate had con- 
demned to die for harſh animadverſions on 
the meaſures of his government; generouſly 
remarking at the ſame time, that © a king is 
<< never more ſecure from the malice of his 
« people, than when their diſcontents are 
4 ſuffered to evaporate in complaint (a).“ 

Even Caligula at the commencement of his 
reign, as we are informed by Suetonius (5), 
refuſed to receive informations relative to his 
own perſonal ſafety by ſecret communication; 
declaring with a noble ſublimity of mind, 
that „he had done nothing to deſerve an 
% enemy; and that he had no ears for an 
4 informer.” 5 

Timoleon (e), the deliverer of Syracuſe 
from the tyranny of Dionyſius, told his friends, 
who were urging him to puniſh a flanderer 
of his virtuous achievements, that“ his pri- 


(a) Wraxall's Hiſtory of France, vol. i. p. 96. 
(5) Vit. Calig. ſect. 15. (e) Corn. Nep. xx. 5. 23. 
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c mary motive to all his painful enterpriſes 
had been the Orr of free ſpeech to the 
e meaneſt citizen. 
Nay, Tiberius himſelf (for the worſt of 

theſe Roman emperors admitted an occa- 
| Honal dilation of their rancour and ferocity 
from the copious draughts of elegance and 
wiſdom, which they had imbibed at the 
fountain of the Muſes) even Tiberius would 
often ſay, when inſtigated to the puniſhment 
of hbellers, that © the tongues and minds of 
men in a free country ſhould be free (a).“ 
But I forbear to treſpaſs on your patience 
by a more full detail; and will only recite a 
few ſentiments on this ſubject from the moſt 
virtuous and intelligent of mankind. 
| Socrates was accuſtomed to declare, that 

& the ſun might as eafily be ſpared from the 
wo univerſe, as FREE SPEECH from the liberal 
< inftitutions of ſociety ().“ 

It was a ſaying of Demoſthenes, that no 
4 greater calamity could come upon a people, 
« than the privation of FREE SPEECH (c).“ 

Tacitus mentions with fingular compla- 


fa) Sueton. in Tiber. ſect. 28. | | 
(% Apud. Stob. eth. ecl. xiii. . (e) Id. ibid. 
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ceney, and even triumph, the pre-eminent 
felicity of his own times, the reign of Trajan, 
in the privilege of free /entiments and the free 
utterance of thoſe ſentiments (ad; 

But theſe noble ſpecimens of juſt and gene- 
rous conceptions illuminate with wonderful 
richneſs and variety the pages of ancient 
literature, whether in their poets, philoſophers, 
or hiſtorians; ſo that I ſhall ſolicit your in- 
dulgence only to one quotation more from the 
works of a man, whoſe name is facred to 
Genius and to Virtue; I mean Joun Locks. 
This illuſtrious philoſopher mentions a ſo- 
ciety, which required from every member at 
his admiſſion an explicit declaration of aſſent 
to theſe three propoſitions (&): 

1ſt. That he loved all men, of what pro- 
feſſion or religion ſoever. 

2nd. That ne thought no perſon ought to 
be harmed i in his body, name, or goods, for 
mere ſpeculative opinions, or his 9 
way of worſhip. 
Zrd. That he loved and ſought truth for 
truth's ſake; and would endeavour impartially 


: (4) Hiſt, & ts (5) Works, vol. iv. p. 643. laſt edition. 
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to find and receive it himſelf, and to com- 


municate it to others. 


Surely now the examples and opinions of 
ſuch heroes, whoſe heads and hearts conſpire 
to recommend each other with moſt amicable 


reciprocation, their philoſophy ſanctified by 


their virtues, and their virtues illuminated by 
their philoſophy; the lives and ſentiments, 1 
fay, of men like theſe are calculated, I ſhould 
think, to excite ſome miſtruſt in minds, not 
ſelf-opinioned and obdurate [beyond a capacity 
of relenting to the mild influences of ſalutary 
truth] reſpecting the reaſonableneſs and equity 
of their proceedings in ſuch proſecutions, of 
which it is my fortune this day to have become 
2 victim. I, however, can do no more than 
preſent theſe impreſſive documents to your 
diſpaſhonate deliberation: yet one obſervation 
at leaſt J may be permitted to ſubjoin without 
offence. He, who approves perſecution for 


writings and opinions, and gives his ſuffrage 


for the puniſhment of men ſo perſecuted, 


_ whatever his ſtation, his intellect, his abilities, 


or virtues be, that man moſt aſſuredly bears 
no reſemblance in this reſpect to the no- 
bleſt of his ſpecies, to DEMOSTHENEs and 
Tacirus, to SOCRATES and Locke, 
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I might argue alſo in vindication of my 
own conduct from the practice of ſatiriſts in 
all ages and under every form of government, 
deſpotical and free: for ſuch examples are 


pertinent to me, who am no political machi- 
niſt; nor was ever occupied in the tumultuary 


conflicts or the fraudulent intrigues of rival 
partiſans. Charges of general corruption are 
made againſt all orders of ſociety, from the 
higheſt in rank and ſtation to the meaneſt in- 
dividuals, by the Roman ſatiriſts in their days, 
and by Biſhops Latimer and Hall, by Young 
and Pope eſpecially in our's, to omit innu- 
merable others, in language of the moſt un- 
reſerved aſperity. The truth is, and a 


melancholy truth it may well be deemed, there 


has never yet been found that perfection of 
patriotiſm in public men, which rendered 


occaſional reprobation of their miſconduct -_ 
unſeaſonable from cenſurers uncorrupt in 


manners and of peaceful occupations; parti- 
cularly thoſe devoted to the ſtudies of morality 
and the meditations of religion; whoſe lives 
give ſanction and dignity to their reproofs. 
Indeed ſuch writers may be denominated with 
propriety THE SALT OF THE EARTH (a); 


(2) Matt. v. 13. 


; * 3. 0 * 
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that pure and ſalubrious ingredient, which 


preſerves the entire maſs of ſociety: from an 
recoverable putrefaction of immorality and 


licentiouſneſs. Theſe, through many ages 
of the world, have been /ights ſhining in a 
dark filace (a), to illuminate the paths of the 
choſen few, when the ſhroud of ignorance 


and vice had enveloped the horizon round 
them; when, through the moral and intellec- 


tual creation, the ſtars had been quenched in 
their ſpheres (5), and the ſun dethroned 0 


his pavilion in the ſky: ; 
Cum caput obſcura nitidum ferrugine texit, 
Impiaque zeternam timuerunt ſecula noctem. 


And, though it be a motive of inferior 
conſideration, it may not miſbecome you to 
reflect, how far the reputation of this countr y. 
as pretending to enjoy a liberal and happy 
government, will be conſulted among the 
poliſhed nations throughout Europe by the 
ſervile puniſhment of one, whoſe writings 
have furniſhed ' a ſubje& for the inaugural 
orations of Profeſſors in foreign Univerſities ; | 
of one, who has been honoured by the un- 

(a] 2 Pet. i. 19. 

_) — te dE 


o tame, xaxn d emidedgoyars axaue. 
Od. Y. 356. 
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ſolicited correſpondence of the firſt ſcholars 
on, the continent, whoſe names are con- 
ſecrated to immortality. One opinion at leaſt, 
I am well perſuaded, muſt be formed by 
men of letters both in the preſent and the 
future generations of the world; an opinion, 
to which I join my ſuffrage with complete 
conviction and cordiality: that they, who 
can prevail upon themſclves ſo to proſecute 
and ſo to puniſh ſuch writings, as my pam- 
phlet, and ſuch characters as it's author, bring 
a charge of [ Jacobinical] ferocity againſt 
their neighbours with no ſenſations of ſhame 
and decency. This proſecution [is neither 
more nor leſs than Robeſpierrianiſm in it's 
naſcent ſtate. The warmth of Time and 
opportunity alone are wanting for the evolu- 
tion of this elemental germ, and it's matura- 
tion to perfect flagrancy. 1 
Nemo repente fuit turpiſſimus. 

It] differs in degree only, not in Lind, in 
form and ſemblance, not in principle and 
ſpirit, from the moſt ſanguinary exceſſes of 
the blackeſt tyranny. We know how great 
a quantity of matter a little ſpark can 
kindle (a). The ſame power of nature, 


(a) James, ili. 5. 
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which precipitates a pebble to the ground, 
conſolidates the globe itſelf, and petains the 
planets in their orbits. 

T had at one time perſuaded myſelf, that a re- 
ſpect for Literature would have reſtrained my 
proſecutor from this rude violation of her cha- 
racter in the perſon of one, who has cultivated 
her provinces with ſome ſucceſs; but unto- 
wardly affociations, rather than his own native 
urbanity of temper, have led him to break 
through the fragile texture of this delicate 
impediment: for the promotion of ſolid learn- 
ing, or indeed of any laudable and peaceful 
arts, enters leſs into the views of our preſent 
miniſters, than into thoſe of any civilized 
governments, which have yet exiſted amongſt 
mankind. 


— Carmina tantum 
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Noſtra yalent, Lycida! tela inter Martia, quantum 
Chaonias dicunt, aquila veniente, columbas. 
They, however, on whom the power of deci- 
ſion is at length devolved, are actuated, per- 
haps, by more noble and liberal ſenſations. 
Nor will it appear incongruous to this 
occaſion, if I preſume briefly to ſuggeſt, that, 
as my life is a life of unremitted ſtudy, an 
impriſonment will ſuſpend the execution of 


„„ 
thoſe works, which have no tendency indeed 


to embody armies, to deſolate mighty empires, 


and evacuate the thrones of monarchs; but 
lead ta triumphs, much more ſignal and 
_ meritorious, over groſs and brutal paſſions, 
by humaniſing the mind to every complacent 
-and gentle feeling; by communicating thoſe 
intellectual pleaſures, thoſe unutterable tians- 
ports of mental viſion, to a heart of ſenſibi- 
lity, which raiſe the poſſeſſor aboye the ordi- 
nary condition of mortality. 2 
Another topic alſo, of trivial ſignificance 
to the opulent, but of primary concernment 
to one ſimilarly ſituated with myſelf, ought 
not to paſs unnoticed on this occaſion. My 
children depend on me for their education. I 
am in poſſeſſion of no reſources for furniſh- 
ing them with ſuitable inſtruction in any 
other manner at all conformable to my wiſhes 
and their reaſonable claims; eſpecially at this 
period, of all others the moſt calamitouſly 
inauſpicious to thoſe, who principally ſubſiſt 
on the flender and uncertain produce of 
literary labour (a); when the ſtill ſmall ac- 


(a) For all. his pains he had no profoctt of obtaining any 
ching beſides ſcholars* wages, weak eyes, ill health, ſhort 
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cents of the Muſes are ſtifled by the din of 
arms, and a ſtorm of tremendous deſolation 
has covered thoſe fields, from which our in- 
duſtry was accuſtomed to reap a ſcanty, but 
ſufficient, harveſt for unaſpiring and continent 
philoſophy, with deluges of human blood. 
And, at the inſtigation of my family and 
friends, I ſhall not heſitate to mention another 
particular for your conſideration; but, to 
prevent any miſconception in your minds, as 
if I were inclined to wn by ſupplication, 
rather than claim by juſtice and extort by 
reaſon, I muſt beg leave to preface that com- 
munication by ſome remarks, not very ac- 
ceptable, perhaps, for all to mw but abſolutely 
neceſſary for me to utter. 

I mean not, in any thing that IJ have now 
ſaid, or may hereafter ſay, to inſinuate the 
leaſt poſſible contrition or change of ſenti- 
ment on the ſubject of theſe proceedings. By 
no means. I underſtand, I hope, too well 
that dignified ſentiment of a great philoſopher, 
« a reverence of my own character (a);” I 


commons, and a little reputation, mixed with much envy and 
detraction. JoRTIN's Life of Eraſmus, i. p. 67. 
(a) 2 na Is A,, ate CAUTIY, 
| Aur. Carm. v. 12. 


* 
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underſtand too well the only proper inference 
from ſuch perſecutions of unambitious and 
pacific men by the children of this generation, 
the idolaters of ſecularity and power and pre- 
ferment; I underſtand too well the veneration. 
due to all that is lovely in morals and ſacred 
in religion, to contemplate interminable (a) 
war, and famine, and extirpation, with any 
other feelings than thoſe of irreconcilable 
hoſtility to the meaſures themſelves, and of 
alarm for the ſlromoters of - theſe meaſures, 
whenever my mind anticipates their preſent- 
ment before his tribunal, who came not to 
deflroy men's lives, but to ſave them (b). Upon 
theſe ſubjects I have conſtructed my opinions 
with too much deliberation, and on principles 
too ſolid to be ſhaken by this blaſt of per- 
ſecution; which is rather calculated to fix 
their roats, encourage their growth, and 


* 


(a) Interminable, becauſe Pitt and Co. never mean a ter- 
mination, from a conviction that their own ruin will be the 
Inevitable reſult of peace; and from an imbecillity in the 
political capacities of theſe people. Inchoare bella, quo» 
4e rum libet eſt: — finite, paucorum.“ Servius, ad Æn. iv. 14. 
Compare an uncommonly beautiful and moſt applicable paſſage 
in Pindar, Pyth. iv. 484. | | . 

(5) Luke, ix. 56. | 

| K 2 
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invigorate their ſtability: nor is any other 
depraved and inhuman proceſs at all likely to 
diſabuſe me of my miſperſuaſion, if ſuch it 
be, whilſt the Chriſtian religion continues to 
be the directory of my conduct, and PEACE 
with COD WILL uniyerſal and unbounded, 
not blood-guiltineſs and war, the characteriſtic 
attributes of that religion. 

After this proviſion for a juſt appreciation 
of my motives and a preciſe apprehenſion of 
my ſenſations, I proceed to notify, that, 
through a pertinacious conſtitutional tendency 
to watchfulneſs even from my infancy; an 
infelicity, which has made ſerious inroads on 
the enjoyments of life and the advancement of 
my ſtudies; I ſometimes, without a deprivation 
of all comfort, cannot ſtay from home more 
than a ſingle night: and the invariable con- 
ſequence of this watchfulneſs is a tormenting 
pain in one ſhoulder, which, at ſeveral 
periods, has continued for months and years, 
ſo as to render exiſtence all but inſupportable 
and fextinguiſhed, for want of fleep. In de- 
fiance of all medical abilities: 


ceſſere magiſtri 
Phillyrides Chiron Amythaoniusque Melampus. 


A detail of this peculiarity in conformity to 


1 1 

the ſtricteſt truth would appear too ſingular for 
credibility, except to thoſe, who have been 
witneſſes of it's reality, or who know me 
ſufficiently to confide in the veracity of my 
narration: and therefore I forbear to enlarge 
on this grievance; which may, or may not, 
eventually recur with ſerious ſeverity, and 
has my full permiſſion to influence your deter- 
minations juſt as much and- juſt as little as it 
pleaſes. The cauſe of liberty, of benevolence, 
of humanity, and the goſpel, in which I 
feel myſelf engaged, is able to ſupport me 
under a much heavier preſſure of affliction 
than what any reſentment of my perſecutors 
may wiſh you to impoſe upon me. When 
I embarked on the ocean of public life, I 
could not but forebode ſome future tempeſts, 
and I am prepared to endure their fury. The 
veſſel may be wrecked, but my purpoſe no 
_ cataſtrophe ſhall fruſtrate; and the voyager 
will reach his haven. 

Beſides, confinement in a priſon, and ab- 
ſence from home, is not the ſame evil to me 
in many reſpects, as to a bookſeller, for ex- 
ample; who can employ himſelf at a diſtance 
in regulating his concerns and ſettling his 
K 3 
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accounts, whilſt the current buſineſs of the 
ſhop and warehouſe is conducted with little 
detriment to the principal by diligent and 
faithful ſubſtitutes: whereas my connection 
with ſociety, and the multifarious occupations 
of a literary life, muſt be eſſentially incom- 
moded by the privation of a perſonal inter- 
courſe, without diſcontinuance and obſtruction, 
both with men and books. If the implorers 
and diſpenſers of ſuch puniſhments on others 
would pauſe a moment to repreſent, with a 
little more vivacity and conſcientiouſneſs, to 
their own minds the conſequent inconveniences 
of ſuch treatment to themſelves; if they could 
be perſuaded to conſider any comforts but 
their own; they would be leſs forward, I pre- 
ſume, to a heedleſs and indiſcriminate appli- 
cation of theſe ſeyerities to their neighbours; 
nor would they treaſure up ſuch materials for 
ſelf-reproach at thoſe awful moments when 
reparation will become impoſſible; when 
apathy or obduracy will give way to a fearful 
expectation, in their turn, of that recompenſe 
which their inhumanity has ſecured for them- 
ſelves from the impartial * of retri- 


butory juſtice. 


5 


However, when every day and every year 
is employed, like thoſe which have preceded 
them, in ſtudies, that entrance the fancy, that 
enlarge the underſtanding, that refine the feel- 
ings, that amend the heart; in thoſe heaven- 
ly contemplations, which traniport the foul 

beyond the ſphere of ſublunary viciſſitudes to 
the regions of bleſſedneſs permanent and un- 
changeable; ſuch events as this, the forma- 
lities of theſe courts, the maxims by which 
they are directed, that authority and power, 
which gives them reverence, dwindle into 
diminutive and obſcure frivolities, ſcarcely 
diſcernible amidſt objects of ſuch mighty 
magnitude and tranſcendent luſtre. Can the 
child of true wiſdom diſquiet his mind with 
the ſolicitude of a ſingle moment about his 
- paſſage over that ſhort iſthmus which ſeparates 
Time and Corruption from Duration and Im- 
mortality; which divides the ſcanty tribes now 
roving on the ſurface of the earth from the 
countleſs myriads of former generations en- 
tombed in her boſom; | 


— 


where een the Great find reſt, 
And blended lie the oppreſſor and the oppreſs'd ? 


In theſe days eſpecially we reap an ad- 
ditional confolation for all our ſufferings, 
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„ 
from a contemplation of thoſe wonderful 
revolutions, which have been accomplithed 
in our youth, and ſeem till accompliſhing, 
through nations in eyery quarter of the globe. 
We are not ſo miſtruſtful either of his abilities 
or benevolence, as to ſuppoſe the great Ruler 
in human governments not occupied in educing 
tranquillity more durable and happineſs more 
ſubſtantial from theſe calamitous tranſactions 
of turbulence and bloodſhed. Nay, we are 
unequivocally certain, from the character of 
the Agent, that ſuch an emendation of our 
condition muſt be accompliſhed under better 
auſpices, as will not only compenſate all the 
ſorrows of individual men, who have under- 
'valued their own perſonal accommodation in 
compariſon with the public good, but will 
leave nothing to regret in the demolition of 
antiquated ſyſtems, beyond the tardineſs, and, 
poſſibly, the violence, of their cataſtrophe; 
becauſe, in the eſtimation of a genuine bene- 
volent reformer, no blefling can be ſpecified, 
which would not be dearly purchaſed at the 
EXPEnce of PEACE. And certainly, when 
every man, inſtructed by hiſtoric records and 
enlightened by the muſings of philoſophy, 
muſt acknowledge a ſuperior frequency of 


— 


„ 

penal ſeverities, proſecutions, and proſcrip- 
tions, to be invariably ſymptomatic of H Spra- 
vity and] inſtabiliiy in governments; the 
exerciſe of ſuch ſeverities ſhould awaken the 
minds of all concerned in their promotion to ; 
reflections of peculiar apprehenſion and dis- | 
truſt (a). [Such harſhnets is at laſt rexching 
an evil leſſon againſt itſelf: nor can wc poinbly 
lay up a better viaticum for future life, whether 
we reſpect outward ſecurity or inward perce, 
than in that gentleneſs and benignity, Which 
never fail to command the praiſes and con- 
ciliate the favour of mankind. It is a ſterling 
maxim of old Heſiod, digged from the mine 
of experimental wiſdom, that “ the man, 
© who deviſes miſchief for another, deviſes it 
eventually for himſelf; and that evil coun- 
« ſel is ever the moſt pernicious to it's au- 
„ thor (5).” To all, whoſe ftations have 
inveſted them with. an authority, which can 


(a) Oęa, TiYera Tod: Tov vo CooTorg, 
Mn na cabrn ua A ννννννν,b vid ng. Soph. El. 580. 
(5) Of autw Kaxa TEL aun, a KANE TEUN2Y* | 
H de xaxn Sen tw Ceruoarr;, vaxiotn, Opp. et dd. 263, 
Circumretit enim vis, atque injuria, quemque; 
Atque, unde exorta eſt, ad eum plerumque revortit. 
; i 5 Lucret. v. 1151. 
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eſſentially influence the comforts and con- 
ditions of their fellow - ſubjects, ſuch reflec- 
tions are unſpeakably momentous, and can 
never be too frequently renewed, in ſeaſon and 
aut of ſeaſon (a), in their hearts}. 
I may be told, perhaps, of the laws of my 
country, the wiſdom of Parliaments, and the 
conſtitutions of our anceſtors. Theſe are 
things, to which it will be my happineſs, as 
well as intereſt, to pay all the reſpect and 
obedience in my power: but there are other 
laws, other wiſdom, and other conſtitutions, 
of much higher dignity, of more deep con- 
cernment, and of uncontroulable authority; 
I mean, the laws, the wiſdom, and conſtitu- 
tions of the Goſpel: nor, I apprehend, is it 
frivolous or preſumptuous to ſuppoſe, that 
divine injunctions and municipal arrange- 
ments, the imbecillity of man and the in- 
fallibility of God, may be at variance, and even 
| inconſiſtency, | with each other. In ſuch a 
caſe, I ſhall chooſe to ſay, in the words 
of Peter and John to the Jewiſh council; 
* Whether it be right in the fight of God, 
&« to hearken unto you more "en unto Goa, 
« judge ye (5).” | 

(a] 2 Tim. iv. 2. (2) Adds. iv. 19. 
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One propoſition is unqueſtionably true, 
and reſts on the immoveable baſis of reaſon 


and experiment: violent and cruel meaſures, 


intimidation and perſecution, cannot poſſibly 
conſpire with the real happineſs and improve- 
ment of man, in any form whatever; nor 
Wil] they eventually complete the purpoſes, 
or promote the proſperity, of their employers, 
under a divine adminiſtration of the univerſe. 
The fire of. tyranny may furry, but will never 
conſume, the unalloyed gold of reſolute and 
diſintereſted virtue. One race may be ex- 
tinzuiſhed, but another of congenial prin- 
cipies will be raiſed from their aſhes, to con- 
front their adverſaries: 


—— genus immortale manet; multosque per annos 
Stat fortuna domus, et avi numerantur avorum. 


Trutli and benevolence are the eſſential com- 


ponents of genuine felicity: but the antipa- 
thy between Truth and Force, between Per- 
ſecution and Benevolence, is fun, 
irreconcilable, and eternal. 

Impregnated by theſe perſuaſions, prompted 
by theſe motives, and cheared by theſe proſpects, 
I acknowledge no offence; 1 have committed 
none. 1 deprecate no puniſhment; I haye de- 


* * 
. 
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ferved none (a). An abſolution from all ſuf- 


fering and cenſure would excite in my breaſt 
not ſo much a ſfelftſh joy for a mere eſca pe 


from danger, as a generous gratulation on the 
exhibition in you of that ſenſibility and bene- 
voience, which exalts the human nature to 
a reſemblance with the divine (3). Not that 


FT im fo eſtranged from the ſatisfactions of 


perſonal ſecurity, from the luxuries of literary 
le:tire, and the comforts of domeſtic peace, 


as to view with indifference or complacency, 


much leis to /obcit, penalties and impriſon- 
ment (c): nor again, ſo uninfluenced by true 
dignity of character aud the exhortations of 


(a) This ſeems tolerabiy plain language; and yet the 


Attorney-General was malevolent enough to infinuate a re- 


lenting timidity in this addreſs; becauſe truly I did not deem 
Bim worthy of a ſecond caſtigation! I ſhould have thought 


: that the former might content him. 


(2) Tantam enim manſuetudinem, tam inuſitatam inaudi- 
tamgue clenientiam, tantum in ſummi proteſtate rerum om- 
nium modum, tam denique incredibilem ſapientiam ac pene 
IVI N AM, tacitus nullo modo præterire poſſum, | Cicero pro 


Marcell. init. 


(e) Which was accordingly diſpenſed, for nh fins kind 
and generous object as that propoſed from the puniſhment of 
Framethens | in the tragedy : : | | | 

"Ne a day Sn 7 * Aiog Tupana 


* 


Zreęyti, Ginarogumou Fe Tavern vai Tpanou. 
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unimpeachable integrity, as to enter into any 
commutation with a timid and temporiting 
ſelfiſhneſs; as to ſurrender for mere animal 
exiſtence all that renders life itſelf either 
valuable or ſupportable (a). I am equally 
provided for each alternative; for eafe and 
freedom, with contentment and equanimity; 
for reſtraint and puniſhment, with fortitude 
and exultation. I have lived too long, and have 
endured -too many. conflicts; my conſcious- | 
neſs of deſert is too well corroborated by the 
conſenting regards of eftimable men; to enable 
ſuch perſecutions, from ſuch authors, and] 
on ſuch principles, even to pollute the current, 
much leſs to extinguiih the aten of my 
conſolations. | 

In the mean time, I 3 1 forwards with 
enraptured anticipation to-a removal of theſe 
unenlightened operations, theſes vexatious 
encroachments, of a miſtaken policy, by 
thoſe gentle triumphs of religion and philo- 
ſophy, which will hereafter bind the whole 
creation in one indiſſoluble tie of benevolence 
and peace: when all attempts to eradicate 


fa) Summum crede nefas animam præſerre pudori, 
Et propter vitam vivendi perdere cauſſas. 
Juv, viii. 83. 


— Aer, 
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opinions and produce conviction by oppreſſive 
force will be regarded as the very exceſs, not 
of injuſtice only, but of puerile deluſion; as- 
an extravagance no leſs diſgraceful to huma- 
nity, than contradictory to common ſenſe: 
and I now appeal, with entire confidence in 
the purity of my intentions and the intrinſic 


meritoriouſneſs of my conduct, from raſh 


and inapprehenfive ignorance to the ſober 
votaries of philoſophy and letters; from the 


perturbed ſpirits of my delirious contempo- 


raries to the unalarmed judgements of future 
generations; from the reverſible formularies 


6f tranſient judicatures to the unſwerving 


tribunal of changeleſs Truth; from the periſh- 
able diſpenſations of worldly polities to the 
conſtitutions of the everlaſting Goſhel (a); 
from the condemning ſentence of frail and- - 
miſtaken men, 40 the irrevocable deciſion of 

an abſolving and applauding God. 


(a) Revel. xiv. 6. 


Hackney, 
March 17th, 1799. : 


